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Hello Di. Nice to report that the clutch system refurbished and supplied back to me has proved spot 
on and my 1966, AEC Renown made a successful return to the road at the Leicester Heritage Bus 
Running Day. Thanks to the team at TTuckfix for the workmanship and advice. Money well spent!! 

Andrew Tucker. 
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Shelvoke & Drewry ‘Freighters’ 

Malcolm Bates discusses the SD vehicles 
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A Meaty Subject 
Mike Forbes offers a selection pictures 
from the Stilltime Collection, showing 
lorries delivering meat from Smithfield and 
other markets, during and after the war. 
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W ell, the big news this 

month is that, from this 
issue, Vintage Roadscene 
is being published by 
Kelsey Media, which 

means we are a sister title to Classic & Vintage 
Commercials. This is not likely to lead to any 
significant change to this title, apart from the 
change in logo, which the more observant 
among you will have already noticed. Indeed, 
we hope we can continue to make subtle 
improvements and 'grow the title', as they say 
in the trade, as we go along. 

On the subject of the content of the 
magazine, there are a couple of letters this 
month from readers who are not so happy 
with what they are seeing - or not seeing 
- in the magazine. As far as Seddons are 
concerned, if our man had been reading the 
magazine over the last year or so, I cannot see 
how he could complain. If anything, perhaps 
enthusiasts interested in certain other makes 
could have more grounds to grumble, but 
we try to keep a balance and please as many 
people as we can. 

With regard to the number of articles on 
buses, fire engines and other vehicles, readers 
who responded to my previous questions 
about the mix of contents have said that 
they were pleased with the current range 
of contents - mainly old lorries, but with a 
selection of other subjects as well. We have 
maybe included more on vehicles at rallies in 
recent months, but this has largely been in 
response to the volume of material being sent 
in by readers. 

Please let me know if you would like to see 
more or less articles on a given area of interest 


and I will do my best to oblige, if there is a 
significant demand for a change. I hope to 
talk the new publishers into increasing the 
budget, so we can use more archive pictures - 
maybe in a few extra pages, who knows - but 
as far as the range of different types of vehicle 
and subject covered is concerned, I hope 
to keep as many readers as possible happy, 
given the availability of suitable material. 

I think we have a good range of articles 
this month. I have finally got hold of those 
Bridgewater Transport pictures, which I 
think were worth waiting for; the pictures 
of fire engines working at night are pretty 
spectacular, too; the buses converted to 
various types of lorry or other use in their 
'afterlife'are most interesting; and the 
development of the heavy haulage tractors - 
and trailers - from Rotinoff makes for another 
interesting tale. 

We all know Shelvoke & Drewry as dustcart 
manufacturers, but it makes sense that the 
company's chassis were also used as the basis 
of other types of vehicle. As a vegetarian, I 
could have shied away from the'Scenes Past' 
feature on meat transport, but these pictures 
of vehicles working from Smithfield and other 
markets really do'bring home the bacon'. 
There are some great shots to enjoy. 

Then we have some more recent vehicles 
'caught in time', before they disappeared - 
when was the last time you saw a Bedford or 
Leyland at work, for example, more on AEC 
Reliance buses and coaches, commemorating 
60 years since the model was introduced, and 
lots of interesting vehicles seen at rallies in 
recent months. We review some interesting 
new books and the'Tailscene'this month 


features some pictures of an early post-war 
traffic jam in London, with so much detail to 
pick out. 

Finally, there are your letters; a couple of 
criticisms, a couple of corrections, some 
questions and some answers. All in all, I would 
say something for everyone and it's all top- 
class stuff, but if you want more or less of any 
subject matter, please let me know and we'll 
do what we can... 

Mike Forbes, Editor 





This picture was taken at Smithfield meat 
market in London, in the early post-war 
years, showing vehicles belonging to Market 
Transport Ltd, based in Balham,a Long¬ 
standing London meat haulier. The Fordson 
7V, HXY 588 (London 1946-9), on the left 
helps date the scene, as it Looks pretty new. 
It is standing between a pre-war Fordson BB, 
ARK 814 (Croydon, 1935), and a Lift-van on a 
draw-bar trailer. The MTOL number on the 
door of the 7V refers to the Meat Transport 
Organisation Limited, which controlled meat 
distribution from the start of World War II 
until disbanded in 1954, while MOT on the 
BB refers to Ministry of Transport, which 
again controlled the use of many private 
owners’vehicles, as well as railway wagons. 
(CHC abh817) 



Exhibitors and visitors arrived at the start of the Dorset show to find it was a sea of mud. Vehicles had to be towed into place by tractors and stayed where they 
were put, and everything Looked bad. It even made the television news. It certainly can’t have been much fun to start with, but vintage vehicle enthusiasts are 
made of sterner stuff. By the weekend, the ground had dried out sufficiently for much of the usual action to take place. This 1952 ScammeLL Highwaymanballast 


tractor with Gardner 6LW, NUR 858, in its original Livery of Inns & Co, of Pentonville Road, London, was happy, pulling a four-in-line Low-Loader around the ‘Playpen’ 


area, until stopped on the hill, requiring the assistance of a Diamond T to re-start on the slippery surface. But this only added to the fun for the spectators... 
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Bill Berry has told us a lot about his bus driving days, but before that he worked 
in the offices of Bridgewater Transport Services in Manchester 


I have written previously of the 30-odd 
years I spent in the bus and coach 
industry and, while I derived great 
enjoyment and interest from this 
period, I sometimes wished that I had 
followed my boyhood dreams and entered 
the freight transport side of road transport; if 
for no other reason, tins of baked beans don't 
complain - on the other hand they don't load 
themselves either and so I suppose there are 
swings to balance the roundabouts! (Don't go 
round the latter too quickly, or both beans and 
passengers would certainly complain.) 

There was, however, a time in what I 
laughingly call my career, when I was involved, 
albeit peripherally, in the goods transport side 
of the industry and this little account attempts 
to recall that period. It is not intended as an 
historical treatise, rather as a personal memory 
and purists must excuse any incorrect factual 
content - blame it on age and tinted memory 
glasses. 

The Manchester Ship Canal was opened in 
1894 and its 36 mile length linked the River 


Mersey at Eastham on the Wirral with Central 
Manchester. It was built at the instigation 
of Lancashire cotton merchants, who railed 
against the high charges levied by the Port 
of Liverpool and wished to bring their goods 
nearer to their work places, an audacious 
project given that Manchester was - is - 
definitely'inland'. 

The great Daniel Adamson was 
commissioned to bring about this ambitious 
transition and, to his eternal credit, he did so 
with the most rudimentary of equipment, 
mainly picks and shovels and much sweated 
labour, with the result that Manchester had a 
direct link with the world's markets at the end 
of the 19th century. 

The Manchester Ship Canal Company was 
formed, to manage the port and harbour of 
Manchester, all 36 miles of it, and it was on this 
august body that I decided to bestow the great 
benefit of my services upon leaving school in 
July 1964. The Company had survived perfectly 
well since 1894 but you could almost hear the 
sigh of relief when I entered its employ. No? 


Just me then. 

I was employed as a 'junior clerk', otherwise 
office boy, in the department of the Manager 
and Secretary in the company's Ship Canal 
House head office in King Street, in Central 
Manchester, some two or three miles from 
Manchester Docks which (don't tell anyone) are 
technically in Salford. My duties were to move 
papers between departments and generally 
be a 'go-fer'. I took an interest in the workings 
of the company and became aware that there 
was a road transport element to its broad 
spread of activities. 

This was attached to the Bridgewater 
Department, which looked after the workings 
associated with James Brindley's Bridgewater 
Canal, which pre-dated the Ship Canal and 
which had been acquired as part of the Ship 
Canal's construction. The Bridgewater was built 
to transport coal from mines owned by the 
Duke of Bridgewater and included the unique 
Barton Aqueduct, where the canal crossed the 
Ship Canal and a sealed section of the canal 
swung to allow the passage of ships along 
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Moving on to the Late 1960s, 
we have another Line-up, 
this time of AEC Mandator 
tractor units, from the right, 
HNE 864E and HVU 260-263F 
(aLL Manchester, 1967-8), with 
platform trailers, some Loaded 
with ISO containers, all still in 
Manchester Ship Canal Livery. 


the Ship Canal - worth a look if you're in the 
Greater Manchester area. 

As an aside, the story is told that the town hall 
clock in Worsley, further along the Bridgewater 
Canal, strikes 13 at 1 pm, because workers in 
the Duke's mills claimed they did not hear the 
single chime and so were late back after their 
lunch break! 

Anyway, the Bridgewater Department 
was a fairly self-contained unit within the 
main company and operated from offices 
on Chester Road, the A56 leading out of the 
centre of Manchester and about half-a-mile 
from Ship Canal House. One of its employees 
- contemporary with, but unknown to myself- 
was a certain George Best, a lad from Northern 
Ireland. Now whatever happened to him...? 

The Bridgewater department also looked 
after Runcorn Docks, which were about eight 
miles along the Ship Canal from its entrance at 
Eastham and the road transport operation was 
related to the carriage of goods to and from 
both Runcorn and Manchester docks and so 
was like a 'C' licence operation. The fleet, which 
I recall consisted mainly of Commer artics with 
some Scammell Scarabs, was painted in a livery 
of green and white and bore the legend 'The 
Manchester Ship Canal Company, Bridgewater 
Department'. 

I had little or no involvement in this side of 
things in my lowly capacity, but remember one 
of my colleagues regaling us with the tale of 
the time he was sitting in his car on Manchester 
Docks as a Bridgewater artic reversed towards 


him. He thought the driver was judging 
distances very well when the truth dawned 
that the driver was unaware of his presence. 

My colleague tried in vain to sound his horn, 
not having the wit to switch on the ignition, 
and sat there in frozen horror as the inevitable 
collision occurred. Oops! 

Early in the 1970s, a change took place in 
the division's structure and the road transport 
operation became Bridgewater Transport 
Services and opened itself to the general 
haulage of goods. The fleet by now had grown 
and become more diverse, with ERF A and B 
Series, AEC Mandators, Atkinson Borderers 
and, later, Ford Transcontinental and Foden 
models featured. One vehicle at least from 
this era is preserved in the form of John and 
Neil Boughey's AEC tractor unit ENF 570D. 

The livery became all-over green with gold 
lettering and the fleet was based at Castlefield, 
a large warehousing complex opposite the 
Bridgewater main offices on Chester Road. 

Some of us Ship Canal House 'suits' parked 
our cars at Castlefield and walked to our office 
and it always provided me with a source of 
interest to see the members of the fleet dotted 
around the complex as I carefully negotiated 
the route through the site. I would occasionally 
chat to any Bridgewater driver also collecting 
his car and luxuriate in his tales of life'on the 
road'. Ah well, back to the paper-shuffling! 

An exception to the fleet livery came in the 
form of two Volvo F86s which were used on 
a contract to move grain for Kelloggs from 



transport 


Harking back to our ‘Scenes Past’ article on Manchester Docks in Vintage Roadscene issue 152, July 2012, here is a different shot of five of the 
Manchester Ship Canal’s Bridgewater Department’s Scammell Scarab 6 ton mechanical horses and trailers, from the right, PXJ166, PNF 292, 
OVM 492, LVM 787 and ONE 96, Lined up outside the transport office. They Look quite new, so this would have been in the 1950s. Notice the 
horse-drawn drays to the Left of the picture. (ALL these pictures are from the archives heLd by Manchester Libraries.) 
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By the 1970s, the fleetname had become Bridgewater Transport 
Services, Manchester, as shown on this 1975 Cummins-engined 
Foden S80, KVU 199P and trailer, loaded with boxes marked 
‘Liverpool via Manchester’.The driver and his mate are aloft, and 
appear to be rolling out the sheets, presumably more to secure 
the Load than protect it from the weather... 



added to our premium. Couldn't be helped - 
"Uberrimae Fides"and all that. 

My second tremor occurred in a chat with 
one of the BTS traffic clerks. I referred to the 
operators licence and he remarked "What's 
that?" He was joking, right? Wrong. It turned 
out that BTS did not actually have an operators 
licence! A hurried get-together and a quickly- 
presented case to the Traffic Commissioners 
with suitable grovelling and we were legally in 
business. Now I don't want to keep on, but I did 
say it was a good day for the company when I 
joined...! 

Goods-in-transit insurance cover was 
obviously a vital tool as far as BTS were 
concerned, particularly as many of the 
containers they carried travelled under CMR 
conditions which placed onerous responsibility 
on the haulier. BTS also hauled some high- 
risk goods including copper ingots and the 
insurers placed stringent conditions upon their 
carriage, including not leaving the vehicle 
unattended en route. It was up to me to pass 
on these conditions to the BTS management 
and ensure that they in turn made the drivers 
aware of them. 

The company set up a BTS management 
committee formed of senior company 
managers as well as BTS managers to keep 


Liverpool docks (where?) to Kelloggs'factory in 
Trafford Park. These units were coupled to bulk 
tank semi-trailers and were painted in Kelloggs' 
familiar red and white colours with the famous 
'rooster'logo featured. The trailers had Norde 
rubber suspension for a smooth ride; you 
wouldn't want travel-sick grain in your corn 
flakes, would you? 

As I pursued my meteoric rise to oblivion 
within the company I became an assistant to 
the company secretary (I hope he realised this 
was the case) and one of my roles was handling 
the company's wide-ranging insurance 
portfolio on his behalf. This brought me into 
closer contact with BTS and it was during a 


routine telephone call with our motor insurers 
that I had my first heart tremor. We were 
chatting about a claim involving a BTS vehicle 
and it became apparent that the insurers were 
under the impression that all these vehicles 
did was tootle around the dock estate all day. 

I asked with a degree of incredulity why the 
insurers thought we would have a fleet of 
maximum-weight artics solely for this purpose 
and proceeded to explain the role of BTS as a 
fully-fledged haulage operation. The penny 
dropped and several more pennies were 


Left: A1979 Ford Transcontinental, GNE 754V, 
with a skeletal trailer Loaded with a ‘20ft box’. 
The Bridgewater Livery remained green and 
cream, although a darker shade was used 
latterly. 
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Left: 5 An earlier‘Transconti’, UBU 775S, from 
1977 is again seen in the yard, reversing 
up to a classic‘40ft flat’, with a roped and 
sheeted Load. 

Below: A preserved AEC Mandator, ENF 570D 
from 1966, seen at an AEC Rally at Wollaton 
Park, Nottingham in the Late 1990s, in the 
Livery of the well-known restorers, the 
Boughey brothers. Incidentally, the AEC 
Mercury with beaver-tail body on the trailer 
is now in the preserved fleet of R C Jefferies 
& Sons, profiled in our‘Commercial Classics’ 
special issue... (Mike Forbes) 


a check on the division's progress through 
monthly meetings in Ship Canal House. By dint 
of my interest in road transport and a bit of 
brown-nosing I became the secretary to this 
committee and took great interest in hearing 
what was happening and what was was 
planned for the division. 

On a practical level, I managed, through the 
good-heartedness of Clifford Ranson, the BTS 
manager, to spend a most enjoyable Saturday 
morning driving - or rather steering - an 
Atkinson Borderer tractor unit around the 
Castlefield complex. This was a huge treat 
and was the nearest I got to experiencing the 
thrill of lorry-driving. There were few other 
vehicle movements that morning which was of 
great relief to all concerned. I would not have 
relished that particular phone call to the motor 
insurers! 


I had occasion to travel to London to visit 
our brokers and, shunning the conventional 
method of train from Manchester Piccadilly, 

I asked if there was a BTS lorry heading in 
that direction."We've got one taking copper 
ingots to Bescot". That'll do, it's halfway there. 

I duly left home at stupid o'clock, creeping 
carefully from the house so as not to disturb 
the sleeping family, only to knock over the 
empty milk bottles outside the front door! Well, 
the thought was there. I met up with driver 
Harry Leah at Castlefield and off we went in 
his Atkinson Borderer with our load of ingots. I 
spent a fascinating journey listening to Harry's 
tales of his lorry-driving life before he dropped 
me where I could catch a bus into Birmingham 
to complete my journey by train. What a 
let-down! Whilst chatting to the brokers, they 
asked how I had travelled to the meeting. "Did 


you fly down?"Well, we went over 50mph on 
the M6 but I wouldn't call it flying. Another 
great experience in my vicarious road haulage 
career. 

I left The Manchester Ship Canal Company, 
indeed left Manchester, in 1979 and since 
then major changes have taken place to that 
once-great enterprise. Manchester Docks are 
no more and of BridgewaterTransport Services 
little if anything is recorded. To me it was a 
fascinating period and gave me the chance 
to become involved, however obliquely, in an 
aspect of the transport industry in which I took 
a great interest. I am more than grateful to all 
those who enabled me to do so. 

On a final note I did mention that since I 
left the company things had gone downhill; 
what do I keep saying about the effect of my 
joining.? 
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Ron Henderson has picked out a number of scenes showing fire 
appliances working, as they often have to, in the hours of darkness. 


M ention has been made in 
recent issues of Vintage 
Roadscene of the lack of 
photographs of vehicles 
taken during the hours of 
darkness, a valid comment, but a situation 
for which some of the reasons will become 
obvious. 

For the amateur photographer and 
transport historian, the camera was usually 
put into storage during the winter months 
and its associated long hours of darkness. 

By the time the full-time job finished for 
the day it was usually dark, so photography 
was restricted to the odd weekend, weather 
permitting. This was the case with the pursuit 
of fire service photography. Ironically, most 
big fires occurred in the winter months, 
during the hours of darkness, resulting in 

Right: The City of Newcastle upon Tyne was 
always weLL-illuminated and this factor made 
it relatively easy to capture the prototype 
ERF fire engine and other units of the 
Newcastle & Gateshead Joint Fire Service 
attending to a fire in a paper warehouse. 


many lost opportunities which clearly had to 
be addressed. 

During the 1960s, camera flash guns 
comprised a large circular reflector and 
bulb holder, which accommodated a single 
flash bulb which usually burned the ends of 
one's fingers when trying to remove it after 


it had been fired. While these flashlights 
would adequately illuminate a group of 
people indoors at a family party, they would 
certainly not illuminate half of the High 
Street or a complete vehicle. Electronic 
flash guns were much more effective, as 
they could produce a series of rapid flashes, 
depending on how fast they recharged 
after each frame, but even these would not 
illuminate anything as big as a vehicle parked 
in a badly-lit external environment. 
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Left: This photograph of Tyne & Wear Fire 
Brigade’s Shelvoke emergency tender 
required a Little bit of extra planning.The 
machine was driven into the rear yard of 
the fire station and illuminated by the yard 
flood lights, aided by a car’s headlights, to 
illuminate the front and neutralise some of 
the effect of the headlight glare. A starburst’ 
filter on the Lens enhanced the effect of the 
warning Lights. 

It seemed a waste to have to put the 
camera into temporary storage every winter, 
when so much was happening in the streets 
of Britain's towns and cities, so a visit was 
made to the local library to secure a suitable 
book on advanced photography techniques 
where the answer was found. 

On the shutter release button of most good 
35mm cameras was a setting denoted by 
the letter'B'for Bulb. When this setting was 
selected, it permitted the shutter to remain 
open for as long as the release button was 
pressed, permitting a long exposure resulting 
in the maximum amount of light to play on 
the film emulsion. Simple! 

However, nobody had hands steady 
enough to hold a camera for more than 
a thirtieth of a second, without camera 
shake distorting the image. To overcome 
this, a tripod was required upon which 
to steady the camera and an additional 
recommendation was a shutter release 
cable, which screwed into the shutter release 
button, allowing this to be operated from 
arm's length, eliminating any possibility of 
camera shake. 

With the new accessories and wealth of 
new-found knowledge, it was time to dust 
the camera off and put it all into practice. 
Using a film with a high ASA number, such 
as 200 or 400 ASA, was also of benefit, but 
then there was the question of how much 
exposure to give to the film and how long to 
keep the shutter release button pressed. 
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Top: This photo was taken in 1969, on 
the main road into Darlington when fire 
destroyed a large quantity of polythene bags 
stored in a disused locomotive shed at the 
former British Railways North Road Shops. 
There was adequate street Lighting in the 
vicinity and the fact that the appliance’s 
headlights were switched off allowed for this 
front view of Darlington’s Dennis F12 pump 
escape relaying water from a hydrant to 
other pumps working in the yard. 

Middle: This pair of Sunderland Fire Brigade 
Merryweather Marquis appliances had just 
arrived at a chimney fire on Bonfire Night, 
traditionally the fire service’s busiest period. 
There was sufficient light from the street 
Lighting system to enhance the exposure. 

Bottom: This Karrier Gamecock water tender 
from Durham County Fire Brigade’s part-time 
Birtley fire station was being cleaned and 
replenished, after having just returned from a 
fire. The appliance room lights were enough 
to light up the scene on the station forecourt. 
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Streets in towns and cities were usually 
quite well-lit from street lamps, helped by 
illuminated shop windows and, at the right 
time of year, even the light from a full moon. 
The best way to ascertain how long to press 
the shutter release button was to initially take 
a series of exposures of different lengths, from 
around 8 seconds to 20 seconds, then wait 
patiently until the film was processed to view 
the results. 

Darker environments naturally required a 
longer exposure than those where ample 
ambient light was showing, but there were 
other factors to consider. The glare from a 
vehicle's headlights would result in half of the 
subject being obliterated by a huge patch of 
white glare, which could be reduced by asking 
the nice driver to switch the headlights off for 
a few seconds or alternatively re-position the 
camera more to the side of the subject. 

One other consideration was to avoid 
anything moving in the vicinity, because 
the long exposure would not freeze moving 
objects and they would appear as ghostly 
figures on the finished photograph. It was 
possible to use both a flash and a long 
exposure but the flash caused excessive glare 
and obliteration of the registration plate on 
the recently introduced reflective number 
plates. Colour film also gave acceptable results, 
but the much slower film speeds required a 
doubling at least of the exposure time. 

The advent of digital cameras has made 
things much easier, as exposures do not have 
to rely on light falling onto film emulsion. 

Quite good results can be obtained when 
photographing in low light conditions and 
there are many good photo imaging programs 
to further enhance the results, which in days 
of yore would have to have been laboriously 
done in the darkroom. 


Top: Tyne & Wear Fire Brigade’s king-sized 
incident command unit, based on an Anglo- 
bodied Dennis Dominator bus chassis, pictured 
on the forecourt of Newcastle Central Railway 
Station, following a call to a train derailment. 
The Large elevated Light was a clear glass 
beacon with red and white revolving Lights 
showing on-coming appliances where they 
should report to on arrival. 

Middle: A Northumberland County Fire Brigade 
Commer/Miles water tender is posed by the 
nice driver, before reversing down the archway 
into the fire station Located on the Great North 
Road at Gosforth. 

Bottom: Colour film required Longer exposures 
than black and white, but still made for good 
results, providing the ambient Light was 
sufficient. Another picture from Newcastle 
upon Tyne was this chance sighting of one of 
Tyne & Wear Fire Brigade’s Dennis F131 water 
tenders, attending a fire in a tailors shop. 

In the absence of a tripod, a suitable free 
standing Litter bin was pressed into service to 
steady the camera. 
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AEC MkV • AEC Park Royal • AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs 

• Austin FFK • Bedford 'QL' • Atkinson Borderer 

• Commer TS3 • Dodge 'K' Series • ERF 'A' and IV' 

• Foden S21/S80 • Ford D'Series 'ThamesTrader 

* Scammel Crusader • Seddon 1970's 

Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 

TEL: 01953 607295 


ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

Wet processed prints from 80p inc P&P. . 

Free digital images for Internet use. HW 

Mail order lists available. 

www.na3t.org ^ 

SAE: NA3T(VR), 14 Gannon Road, Worthing, BN 11 2DT 
eMail info@na3t org Phone: Bob 01903 235167 

Negative and slide collections purchased 



TO ADVERTISE IN 

Vintage y—r 

RoadscenE 

PLEASE 
CALLTHE 
TEAM ON 

TEL: 

01732 

445325 


Nynehead Books 1984 - 2014 
Thirty Years Supporting the Road Haulage Enthusiast 



A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF 


PARCELS SERVICES 

and (he 

Express Carriers 


THE EARLY YEARS 

1948-1953 



FODEN SPECIAL 
VEHICLES S 


Wobbe Reitsma 





JgRlTtSlI TROCRg 



BRITISH 

LORRIES 


40s50S 



BRS Parcels & the Express Carriers 
304p 615 b/w ill h/b £29.95 

British Road Services a new photo book of 
100 pages featuring lorries & vans of the 
national carrier at work 100 ill. s/b £8.99 
Limited Offer - buy both for .£29.95 


Working Lorries 

112 pages, 107 col. ill. h/b. now £16.95 
Foden Special Vehicles 
228p. 430 col& b/w ill. h/b. now . £29.95 
A Pictorial History of BRS 
128p 250 b/w ill. h/b £19.95 

BRS: The Early Years 

176p. 200+ b/w ill. h/b . £24.95 

Britain’s Lorries in the ’70s 
128p. 250 colour ill h/b now £24.95 
High, Wide & Heavy 2 
240. 350 colour ill. h/b. now . . . £24.95 
British Lorries of the 40s & 50s 

128p. 250 b/w & col. ill. h/b . £19.95 

Scammell: Load Movers from Watford 

184p. 404 b/w & col. ill. h/b . £24.95 

Diamond T Type 980 & 981 

248p. 512 b/w & col. ill. h/b . £28.95 

Views from the North 
96p. 140 b/w ill. h/b. now . £14.95 


Price reductions, valid until 1st Jan. 2015 
on orders placed by phone, mail or via 
www.nynehead-books.co.uk website 
Bedford Trucks & Vans in Colour 

144p. 275 col. ill. h/b now .£15.95 

British Trucks at Work in the Sixties 
128p. 195 col/b/w ill. h/b. now . . £15.95 
Leyland Lorries: A Celebration 
128p. 250 b/w & col. h/b. now . £14.95 
AEC Lorries in the Post War Years 
152p. 250+ b/w & col. ill. h/b now £14.95 
Eight Wheelers in Colour 
96p. 88 col. ill h/b now . .£10.95 

London's Lorries 

144p. 285 b/w ill. h/b now . . . .£14.95 
A Century of Petroleum Transport 
148p 300 b/w & col ill. h/b now £14.95 
The History of Reed Transport 
216p. 350 b/w & col. ill. h/b. now £14.95 
The Story of Pickfords 

112p. 180 b/w ill. h/b. now . £5.50 

Fisher Renwick - A Transport Saga 

152p. 170 b/w ill. h/b now.£9.95 

Wynns Overseas 

144p. 300 b/w & col. ill. h/b. now £9.95 
Heavy Transport International 
135p. 190 col. ill. h/b now . £9.95 


Nynehead Books (Dept. VR) 

The Old Dairy, Perry Farm, Nynehead, Wellington, Somerset TA21 0DA 
Tel. 01823 461997 email: info@nynehead-books.co.uk 

POST & PACKING (U.K) 10% of order: minimum £2.50 - maximum £5.50 
Europe + 25% Elsewhere + 30% 

Payment accepted by Cheque/P.O. Visa/Mastercard, Debit Cards and Switch 
Please quote card valid from & expiry dates, and issue number where applicable. 

We also require the last three numbers of the security code on the reverse of your card 

Many other titles are available at www.nynehead-books.co.uk 
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M any buses have had a 
second career after use 
with their initial fleet 
owners.This has usually 
been working for a smaller 
independent operator, which might have 
had less arduous rural operations and, in 
more recent years, significant schools routes 
to cover, requiring the capacity of a double- 
decker, but not justifying the expense of a 
new vehicle. 

Sometimes, second owners have indulged 
in rebuilding or rebodying older vehicles, 
to fit them for their new duties or to extend 
their lives. There have been a number of 
companies which have provided transport 
for staff, whether bringing in workers from a 
wide area to a factory or contractors taking 
workers to more remote sites. This must have 
been a harder life for the old buses than their 
original operations. 

Bus chassis have been used as the basis 
on which to build various types of vehicle 


for special purposes, where the low chassis 
height and long wheelbase have been and 
advantage. A few of these can be seen here, 
but the most fascinating vehicles are those 


which, having finished their initial careers, 
carrying people to and fro, have been more 
or less radically altered to suit a completely 
new purpose... 
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1-4: These former Leeds City Transport buses found interesting uses as non-PSVs in the afterlife’. ANW 685 was an AEC Regent, new in 1934 with a Roe 
52 seat double-deck body, shown here just before being withdrawn from service 20 years Later in 1954. The body was scrapped in early 1955 and the 
chassis fitted with tar spraying equipment for the Leeds Highways Department. The vehicle was then a familiar sight re-surfacing roads throughout 
the city for many years, until it caught fire in July 1964 and was subsequently scrapped. AUM 415 was also an AEC/Roe combination, going into service 
in 1935. It was withdrawn in 1949 and along with hundreds of other Leeds buses was sold to the Local dealer, Norths. Purchased by Watsons of KirkstalL, 
the body was sold, the chassis shortened and a new cab fitted. Used on contract to Dunlop & Ranken by Watsons for the delivery of Lengths of steel, it 
must surely be the only bus to have been rebuilt as an articulated Lorry. UG 8779 was yet another former AEC/Roe double decker. Lt had seenl4 years 
service when withdrawn in 1947, after a serious accident. Rebuilt by the workshops as an instrument van for use by the Yorkshire Symphony Orchestra, 
it served this purpose until the mid-1950s. (PM Photography) 



Besdie the Seaside - Blackpool is perhaps Britain’s most 
popular seaside resort, still attracting millions of holiday 
makers every year. Over 70 years ago, the holiday crowds 
were just as strong and a trip to the seaside had to include 
an open-top bus ride. Blackpool Borough Transport invested 
in half a dozen new single deckers for the 1935 season, of 
which FV 6128 is seen here. They were Leyland LT7s, seating 
34 in the gondola’style bodies built by the Local bodybuilder, 
Burlingham. Blackpool’s fleet number 118 had quite an 
unusual career. During the war years it was used by the ARP 
as a canteen, which is presumably when the roof was added. 
After the war, it returned to the transport department, but 
was of Little use, so was stored at Marton depot until 1961, 
when it was sold to a Local man who put it back to use as a 
canteen near the sea front. Serving this purpose throughout 
the 1960s, it is believed to have been saved in the early 
seventies for preservation... 

Also from the Blackpool fleet was BFR 375. As can be 
seen in this view, it has undergone extensive alterations 
by a commercial dealer for use as a Lorry. The chassis 
was a Leyland TD5, which was once a Burlingham bodied 
double-decker with typical Blackpool style full-front and 
centre-entrance. When seventeen years old in 1957, it 
was withdrawn from service and sold to dealer Norths of 
Sherburn and on to another dealer, Blamires of Bradford, 
which obviously needed a runabout’, so stripped off most of 
the body and fitted a flatbed platform. 

(Unknown/PM Photography) 
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These three vehicles were engaged on the construction 
of the extensive military family accommodation at 
Aldershot in the early 1960s. As can be seen, they were 
fitted with frames for transporting pre-fabricated panels, 
the Low chassis height obviously very useful. Two had 
been used previously by London Transport as service 
vehicles. GN 4648 was a stores Lorry, fleet number 393W 
in ‘Chiswick green’ Livery. It had been new as T282, a 
Weymann-bodied Greenline coach in 1931 and, along 
with 21 others, was converted to an open stores Lorry 
in 1939. It served this purpose until 1960 when, after 
sale to a dealer, it found its way into the hands of civil 
engineering contractor Gee, Walker & Slater, based 
in Derby. A slightly mysterious vehicle was NML137, a 
registration that dates from January 1963. In revenue¬ 
earning services it had been one of the STL class double- 
deckers new in 1933. The body was scrapped in 1948 and 
by early 1949, when it was fitted with a workshop body 
by a company called Chalmers. It was one of six similar 
vehicles classed as an ‘auxiliary breakdown tender’ and 
is believed to have been fleet number 737J. Withdrawn 
and sold in Late 1962, it did not carry its registration 
number AGX 538 but ran on trade plates, so would have 
to have been re-registered. Stockport registered JA 5538 
was a Bristol J05G and would previously have carried a 
31 seat body by ECW. New to the North Western Road Car 
Company in 1936, it served as a bus until 1954, when it 
was withdrawn and sold to a dealer. It was quickly sold 
on, together with six others from the same registration 
batch, to Gee, Walker & Sadler. (Les Smith/PM Photography) 
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Trolleyloos’ - In the early 1950s, Epsom and Ewell Corporation bought six Park Royal-bodied Karrier E6 trolleybuses from Huddersfield Corporation. 
These were registered AVH 452/459/470/471/488/489 and it is believed the cost was £50 each! Five were converted to mobile toilets, for use on 
Epsom Downs on race days, while the sixth, AVH 471, was used by the corporation as a store. Two are shown here after manyyears of use in 1969, but 
they were taken out of use in the early 1970s. One is rumoured to have been saved for preservation, AVH 470. (Chris Nash) 



This was formerly regarded as a bomb site in 
Linnaeus Street, but when the‘Hull War Damage 
Site Committee’installed the bottom half of an old 
trolleybus, it became an adventure playground! 
Over 30 children are shown here happily posing for 
the cameraman aboard their bus in the mid-1950s. 
For some reason, ERH 46, a CrossleyTDD4, with 
Cravens 54 seat body, was withdrawn early in its 
Life in 1954 and scrapped (at Least the top half).The 
rest of the batch of 20, new in 1938, continued in 
service, until Hull Corporation Transport replaced 
them with diesel buses during 1960-1962. Another 
trolleybus from the batch, ERH 37 can be seen here 
in revenue earning service passing a Transport 
Department Karrier tower wagon, JKH 682, from 
1947. (PM Photography) 
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In 1945, Birmingham City Transport received a Large batch of Daimler CWAand CWD double-deckers. These were all sold at a veryyoung age in the 
1949-1951 period, mostly going to other operators for further PSV use. FOP 468 and 470 were two of the Last to be disposed of and were sold to 
Birmingham Co-op, which extensively rebuilt their Park Royal bodies, for use as mobile shops. Athird Brush-bodied example FOP 472, completed the 
trio which saw service in the countryside surrounding Birmingham throughout the 1950s. (PM Photography) 



New in 1938 to the West Yorkshire Road Car Company, CWT 868 served for 
seventeen years until withdrawal at the end of 1955. It was purchased 
by Whitby C Oliver of York and the Bristol L5G soon Lost its 32 seat ECW 
body, when it was sent to Barnaby Motor Bodies of Hull to be rebuilt as a 
pantechnicon for Oliver’s removal business. The vehicle must have been 
useful as it was not until early 1968 when it was sold to a Local dealer for 
scrap. 

In contrast, one of a fewLeyland Leopards bodied new as commercial 
vehicles was ORL685G.The Luton van body was built by Cocker of Southport, 
incorporating a PLaxton Panorama front When new, it’s claim to fame was 
to be exhibited at the 1968 Commercial Motor Show at Earls Court, before 
making the 300 mile westward journey to its home base in Newquay, 
Cornwall. For the technically-minded, it was a PSU3/1R model, chassis 
number 803191, with a Cocker body number 3524. (PM Photography) 
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The British Broadcasting Corporation has operated a number of PSV-based vehicles since the 1930s. Perhaps the two most impressive were these 
AEC Regal Ills, built in 1951 as aerial vans. They were actually called combined mobile power/transmitter/aerial vans’, numbers AE 565-PTA1 and 
AE566-PTA2. KGH 565 is seen where it would have been in good company with hundreds of other AEC vehicles, at Chiswick works in the mid- 
1960s. The rear view of sister KGH 566 resembles a streamlined fire engine, which is not surprising as they were built by Merryweather with 100ft 
extending ladders. 565 was sold off in 1974 at British Car Auctions, Farnborough and 566 appeared some two years Later in Eastbourne though it is 
doubtful that they found further use. (PM Photography/Unknown) 



SKEGNESS 



Top: The ‘Daily Mirror Eight’were a troupe of girls 
touring Britain’s seaside resorts in the mid-1950s. It is 
presumed they gave displays of gymnastics, keep fit 
and dance routines. Transport was provided byAYM 
253, a Leyland Tiger registered in 1934, which carried 
custom built bodywork by LancefieLd Coachworks of 
West London. Seating was provided for 12 people, 
along with compartments for storage of equipment 
and an operating room for the public address system. 
Presumably the displays came to an end with the 
outbreak of World War II, when the fate of the vehicle is 
unknown. (Unknown) 

Left: This vehicle was one of two Leyland horseboxes, 
new to Lancashire County Constabulary in 1949. KTD 
697 had a Titan PD2 chassis, with bodywork by North 
Western Bodybuilders of Blackpool, the other being 
KTJ 578, a Comet model. After being pensioned off in 
the mid-1960s, the former was seen around the West 
London area. (PM Photography) 
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Paul Hancox concludes 
his short history of the 
Rotinofffamily and business 
with a look at the vehicles the 
company built. 



One of the Rotinoff Atlantic tractors, 
chassis numbers 7001001 to 7001 024. 

(P Brushett, Rotinoff manager) 


A ll the Rotinoff vehicles were 
bonneted, with three axles 
and were powered by Rolls- 
Royce diesel engines of 250 or 
366 bhp. These vehicles were 
built between 1956 and 1959. 

The first model was the 'Atlantic' ballast 
bodied tractor, powered by the Rolls-Royce 
C6 250 bhp diesel engine. A total of 24 
Atlantics were built. 

The next type of vehicle to appear was 
the'Viscount'truck, of which only two 
were built. These were again powered by 
the Rolls-Royce six cylinder 250 bhp diesel 
engine. 

Then there was the 'Super Atlantic' ballast 
bodied tractor, with the eight cylinder 366 
bhp Rolls-Royce diesel engine. 

The Super Atlantic was fitted with a 


front-mounted winch. A total of eight these 
tractors were built, including one fitted to 
pull a semi-trailer. 

The last vehicle to be built was the'Pacific' 
dump truck, which was fitted with a Pilot 
30 cubic yard heavy duty dumper body, 
which could also carry an extra five cubic 
yards, with a 'heaped' load. The dumper was 
later fitted with a Rolls-Royce diesel offering 
either 366 or 400 bhp. 

Chassis Serials and Customers 

Atlantic Tractors 

7001 001 - To a North African country, 
possibly Libya. 

7001 002 to 7001 019 -Iraq military. 

7001 020 to 7001 022 - Swiss Army. 

7001 023 - Super Atlantic Prototype. 

7001 024 - Sunter Bros Heavy Haulage Ltd 


Viscount Trucks 

37001 025 and 7001 026 - To Australia to 
work as 'road-trains', originally with two 40 ft 
cattle trailers, but latterly with three trailers. 

Super Atlantic Tractors 
87001 027 to 87001 033 -Swiss Army 
87001 034 - Tractor with semi-trailer for 
South African Defence Force, delivered in 
1959, sold in the 1960s to Swiss Army, which 
fitted a dump body and towing hitch. 

Pacific Dump Truck 

37001 035 -The Pacific dumper was the last 
vehicle built by Rotinoff Motors. The dumper 
body came from Pilot Bodies of Bolton. The 
dumper was built for Rotinoff Construction 
Ltd, which had placed an order for a total of 
ten dumpers. 
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One of the Rotinoff Viscount trucks, 
chassis numbers 37001025 and 
37001 026, working as a cattle road 
train’ in Australia. ( K Peaks, Rotinoff 
Chief Engineer) 
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The prototype Super Atlantic, based on 
a Rotinoff Atlantic, showing the Longer 
bonnet. (P Brushett, Rotinoff manager) 
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Last-known owners of 
Rotinoff vehicles 

Atlantic Tractors 

7001 020 - Graham Booth 

7001 021 - David Weeden 

7001 022 - Vehicle collection in Australia 

7001 023 - Daniel Lawson, Jamaica 

7001 024 - Science Museum, Wroughton, 

Wiltshire 

Viscount Trucks 

37001 025 and 37001 026 - Road Transport 
Historical Society, Alice Springs, Australia 

Super Atlantic Tractors 

87001 027 - Swiss Army Museum, Bergdorf, 
Switzerland. 

87001 028 - Walker Machinery, Witney, 
Oxfordshire. 

87001 029 -Walker Machinery, Witney, 
Oxfordshire. 

87001 030- Dismantled in Switzerland. 
87001 031 - Museum collection, 

Switzerland 

87001 032 - Bezzina Ship Repair Yard, 

Marsa, Malta. 

87001 033 - Dismantled in Switzerland 
87001 0354 - David Weeden, England 
87001 035 - Dismantled in England. 


Right: One of the Rotinoff Super Atlantic 
tractors, chassis numbers 87001027 to 87001 
034. (Swiss Army Office at Thun) 

Below: Rotinoss Super Atlantic tractor with 
semi-trailer, before the front winch rollers 
were fitted, chassis number 87001034. 

(P Brushett, Rotinoff manager) 



_ 
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Pacific Dump Truck 

The last vehicle built by Rotinoff Motors was 
also the first of an order for ten vehicles, 
placed by Rotinoff Construction Ltd in 1959. 
The bonneted 6x4 truck was powered by a 
Dorman Model 6 QAT 400 bhp diesel engine. 

When George Rotinoff died in 1959, the 
order for the remaining Pacific dumpers 
was cancelled. After it was built, the 
Pacific dumper was taken to the Mobil 
Oil Company's new refinery being built at 
Coryton in Essex. 

About 1962, the vehicle then went to the 
Lomount Construction opencast coal site at 
Horsley, Northumberland, to haul coal. Later, 
during the 1960s, the dumper was returned 
to the Lomount Construction yard at Poyle, 
Buckinghamshire, where the engine was 
removed and fitted to a six inch water pump. 
The dumper was purchased by Jack Harding 
Ltd, a vehicle dealer of Sewell, Essex, which 
dismantled the vehicle. 



The Rotinoff Pacific dump truck, chassis number 87001035. (P Brushett, Rotinoff manager) 
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Lomount Vehicle and Engineering Ltd and 
Lomount Construction Ltd 

After the death of George Rotinoff in 1959, 
the company was re-named Lomount 
Vehicle and Engineering (LVE), while the 
opencast coal division became Lomount 
Construction (LC), which was sold off in 
1971. 

LVE acquired three vehicles from Rotinoff, 
the Atlantic and Super Atlantic prototype 
tractors and the Pacific dump truck, without 
an engine. 

Atkinson Vehicles Ltd 

About 1964, Atkinson purchased the Atlantic 
and Super Atlantic tractors and a year or so 
later sold the two vehicles. 

Lomount Vehicle and Engineering Ltd 

The only involvement of LVE with the 
vehicles was to convert the Super Atlantic 
tractor, by removing the ballast body and 
fitting a fifth wheel coupling.The Rolls-Royce 
diesel engine was removed and an AEC 
AV1100 400 diesel was fitted, for a military 
trial of tank transporters. The tractor was 
rejected, as it did not have a Rolls-Royce 
diesel engine. 

After the trials, the AEC engine was 
replaced with the original Rolls-Royce unit 
and the ballast body re-fitted. For the trials, 
smaller wheels were fitted, similar in size to 
those on theThornycroft Antar, which were 
retained on the vehicle. 



JJ 
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Lomount Vehicle and Engineering Ltd Super 
Atlantic prototype, now fitted with an AEC 
AV1100 400bhp diesel, chassis number 7001 
023. (P Brushett, Rotinoff manager) 
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Rotinoff Engineering Ltd 

RotinoffTrailers 

In 1948, Bristol Aircraft Company 
ordered three Rotinoff-built trailers. It 
is not known how many trailers were 
made by Rotinoff but, as well as these 
three, the Ministry of Public Buildings 
operated at least one trailer. 

The Bristol Aircraft trailers were 
purchased for the recovery of the 
Brabazon aircraft in the case of a 
mishap. Wynns Heavy Haulage Ltd 
provided the traction for a test at 
Cardiff Airport, but this was not 
a success and Wynns bought the 
trailers around 1954. 

John Wynn says they were 
extremely strong although not the 
most easily manoeuvred with a fixed 
rear bogie. They were later used with 
a two axle front bogie. Wynns fleet 
numbers for the Rotinoff trailers were 
323,351 and 383. 


Left: A Rotinoff Engineering Ltd 60 ton 
trailer, built in 1948 and Later 
purchased by Wynns of Newport, 
South Wales. (John Wynn) 
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PART 1 - TILLER STEERED'FREIGHTERS' 


The registration gives us a clue to the Location being recorded photographically here. It’s Ireland. And the vehicle in question is an early SD‘Freighter’that 
was supplied, as far as is known, from new as a dropside Lorry. We can’t be sure whether the body was actually supplied as a tipper, but it would seem a fair 
assumption as the tank for‘the binder’Looks to be demountable. Note an interesting parallel to the municipal world of refuse collection in this picture - the 
other means of transport is a horse and cart. Greater efficiency over horse-drawn ‘dust carts’ is what helped sell the Freighter as a refuse collector. 


W hen is a bin wagon not 
a bin wagon? When 
it's been converted 
to another use? This 
was once the fashion 
amongst many local councils in need of a 
snowplough/gritter, but without the budget 
for a specialised 4x4 or 6x6 chassis on which 
to mount it. Bin wagons tended to have 
stronger chassis than conventional lorries 
used for transport and distribution, with 
tougher springs, heavier axles and larger 
diameter clutches to stand years of hard 
work in stop/start traffic, and rough landfill 
haul roads. 

There were other issues to consider too; 
as a rule, bin wagons didn't do very high 
annual mileages. So even after the body 
and hopper had taken a pounding beyond 
economical repair, the chassis still had 
plenty of miles left in it. The downside 
was, at the time - and in many ways, it still 
is - a bin wagon cab is not really the most 
comfortable place in which to spend the 
nightshift, spreading salt on some iced-up 
road! 


Like many students of transport history, Malcolm Bates has long been fascinated 
by chassis conversions. But even more interesting are those chassis designed for 
one job, but used for something else - like the SD chassis built as lorries from new - 

without ever seeing a dustbin! 


. . - 

SHELVOKE & DREWRY 
TREIGHTERS’ 

- A LORRY BY ANY OTHER NAME? 


And here’s another early solid-tyred‘Freighter’on road maintenance duties.This one - which is a 
tipper and utilises the same body profile as a bin wagon - seems to be tipping fresh tarmac on a 
new road improvement, possibly during the early years of construction in Letchworth. 


26 November 14 


www.roadscene.com 


























No question, this one has been designed as a bin wagon. It could even be the actual Freighter 
prototype as it took a while for the factory to fit a driver’s canopy and even Longer to fit a windscreen. 
Perhaps it was seen as unnecessary on a Little truck that would only be used around towns? 


But while large numbers of RCVs (Refuse 
Collection Vehicles, to call 'em by their 
full name) were converted to other uses 
- breakdown wagons or tar spreaders 
for example - there was also small, but 
significant, number of chassis built by 
the manufacturers of'purpose-built' RCVs 
and sold from new to operators who were 
looking for some of those tougher-than- 
average virtues we were talking about just 
now. Right from the start of motorised 
commercial transport, there have been 
operators who were prepared to pay a 
premium price in order to get what they 
want. And the end results are usually worth 
a closer look. 



Groom Daniels timber merchants of Colchester clearly knew howto treat their drivers, judging by 
the specifying of both a cab canopy and front shield for this rather long wheelbase SD Freighter. 
It seems the company wasn’t so interested in the Low loading capability - note how the platform 
height has been built-up - but that Load deck Length. The timber must be over twenty feet Long 
and weigh over three tons, so they certainly got their money’s worth!. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

So to start with, let's journey back to the 
First Garden City in the early 1920s, right at 
the start of it's development. It seems that 
when James Drewry and Harry Shelvoke left 
the employment of Lacre Lorries Limited 
for a smart new factory erected in Icknield 
Way, Letchworth, they were not totally sure 
what type of customer the compact, small¬ 
wheeled chassis they had designed would 
attract. A clue? The name 'Freighter'. Surely 
if this tiller-steered, low-loading chassis had 
been designed just as a refuse collector for 
local councils, that would be better reflected 
in the choice of model name? After all, 
competition at the time featured names 
such as'Easiload'and'Low Loader'whereas 
'Freighter'suggests that a use in more 
normal everyday transport was envisaged. 

As the founders are no longer with us, over 
eighty years on, all we have to go on is the 



Above: In contrast, Barclays Brewery have clearly been attracted to the Freighter because of it’s Low Loading capability.This 1930s Freighter is on 
pneumatics and has the Luxury of electric Lights and a glass windscreen, but the interesting technical feature is the swap body capability. Inset: Here 
we see the body has been dropped off, although it’s not entirely clear whether or not the action was hydraulically operated Like a modern day hook-lift. 
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1: The “Buy British Goods” slogan suggests this Freighter for 
Joseph Lucas (the Prince of Darkness) was doing it’s bit to quash 
the influx of cheap foreign goods during the inter-war years. It 
Looks as though the standard gas Lamps fitted by the factory have 
been removed and the holes plated over and new Lucas electric 
headlamps fitted at a higher Level, but no electric horn! 

2: Here’s another well known brand that used SD Freighters as 
‘Lorries’ - Express Dairy. FrustratingLy, as was common practice at 
the time, the photographer has painted out the background so 
we don’t know why the Low-Loading Freighter has a full Load of 
old-style milk churns - was it used to pick them up from a nearby 
railway station? 

3 : This Freighter was obviously no stranger to the railways, 
although the joint GWR-LMS Livery suggests it might have been 
used around a joint station, or joint Line. The timber dropside body 
isn’t what it seems, however. The chassis downturn at the rear 
suggests a demount system although there are no obvious drop 
down Legs to support it when demounted. 

4 : A survivor, but where is it now? This is the unique heavy duty 
Freighter ordered new by W H Allen of Bedford for internal works 





transport duties and which remained in service right into the 
1970s. Note the rear axle features axle boxes Like a railway wagon, 
allowing what was a basic three ton chassis to take Loads of heavy 
castings weighing ten tons or more. The old Freighter is being 
handed over to Jack Arnold, well-respected service manager at SD 
and was photographed by our Malcolm. In the background is the 
‘Ergo-cabbed Albion tractor unit and Hands Low-Loading semi-trailer 
that Malcolm took his HGV test on. The Allen works was beside the 
main Midland Line to St Pancras and Little remains of this once 
extensive site. Due to be restored by SD apprentices, the Freighter 
vanished after a holiday clear-out’ instigated by new MD Frederick 
Hooson, but is thought to still exist. 

5 : When is a bin wagon not a bin wagon? How about when it’s a 
bus? This is one of several Freighter chassis purchased new to carry 
passengers, rather than rubbish. It’s one of very few photographs 
showing a ‘Tramocar’ in actual service, although a present day 
replica can be found at the Amberley Chalk Pits Museum. 

6: Here is a ‘toastrack’ operated by Belfast Corporation and used to 
provide a means of transport around the city’s Bellevue Zoo. After 
withdrawal, it was apparently used as a Lorry to transport trolleybus 
traction poles. 
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PART 2- W-TYPE'FREIGHTERS' 



The W-Type managed to Look Like a mid-1950s design, even though it wasn’t introduced untiL 
the earLy post-war years. That didn’t matter to LocaL authority purchasers, who tended to have 
conservative tastes anyway, but it was compact dimensions and a Low Loading height that 
attracted commercial and utility customers Like the London Electricity Board.The forward entry 
cab Layout suitable for a crew of three was another plus factor. While the W-Type Looked a bit Like a 
Karrier Bantam, it had a much stronger chassis and transmission. 



Oddly, the LEB could have utilised the hydraulic PTO on the W-Type and specified an hydraulic 
winch, but clearly this unit seems to be manually-operated. The beaver-tail body was designed to 
take cable drums and features a stout drop tailboard ramp. 



Almost a survivor. DCL 395 used to be a drop-sider used by Norwich Brewery to deliver beer. It 
was returned to SD in the 1960s and parked up for manyyears, before being reconditioned in the 
service department and used as a works truck transporting supplies between the four SD factory 
sites in Letchworth. It was sadly scrapped after diff failure in the mid-1970s. 


Shelvoke & Drewry archive. And while refuse 
collection operations were certainly at the 
heart of this clever design - for example 
the provision of a built-in hydraulic pump 
to tip the body - it's equally true to suggest 
that, were it not for early production chassis 
being purchased by other operators ranging 
from Guinness, McVitie Price and the Post 
Office, the fledgling SD brand might never 
have grown to one of global significance, 
outlasting the Lacre Lorries company that 
rejected James Drewry's original design, in 
the process. 

TIME FOR A FRESH START 

The actual tiller-steered 'Freighter' - it was 
never called an'SD Tiller'in any factory 
literature - did, of course, go on to become 
a very successful refuse collection vehicle 
and stayed in production right up to the 
start of World War II. While most municipal 
customers had made the shift from solid 
tyres to pneumatics by then, the archives still 
show a number of Freighters sold new on 
solids for in-plant operations. And while it's 
true that a number of'Mark II' models were 
built in the early post-war years, by then, the 
concept of a chassis with a mid-mounted 
driver, twirling a handle to steer had become 
a quaint anachronism. Unfortunately, SD had 
become very much a one model brand and, 
had it not been for some high profile military 
contracts during the war, there might well 
not have been enough money in the bank 
to design and build a whole new post-war 
chassis range. 

So it's interesting to note that, when the 
more conventional 'WType'was introduced 
- still primarily with a four cylinder petrol 
engine, with axles and gearbox made in 
Letchworth, but with the engine in-line - 
it also took on the 'Freighter' name. And 
when, after several in-house false starts, the 
W-Type was finally replaced in 1960 by the 
initially three, then four different'T-Type' 
chassis, they too continued to be referred 
to collectively as'SD Freighters'- or in some 
cases'Refuse Freighters' - by customers 
and factory staff alike. Right through to 
the introduction of'proper'SD lorries - 
the launch of the SPV Range - customers 
continued to order what were basically 
municipal chassis for other applications. 

In much the same way that at one time, 
coach chassis were popular in the furniture 
removals trade. 

But is a chassis designed primarily as a 
'bin wagon' really a lorry? Even if it has been 
sold new into a commercial or industrial 
operation unrelated to picking up rubbish 
bins? If your definition of a lorry has to 
include four axles, a Gardner engine and an 


www.roadscene.com 


November 14 29 






































Above: Still with us. This TZ was converted to 
a breakdown wagon by the London Borough 
of Newham, and has since passed into 
preservation and is believed to be for sale. 
Certainly, the Perkins 6.354 diesel had it’s 
Limitations, but the Low gearing and oversized 
clutch used as part of the TZ specification are 
sure to have helped.The chassis was originally 
used with a gully tanker body. 

Right: Shell-Mex & BP ordered a small number 
of these narrow track‘TN’chassis for delivering 
fuel oil to customers situated down narrow 
mews. The TN was only six feet six inches wide 
yet could take a tank of 800 gallons. One of 
these units has survived, albeit restored as a 
Chelsea side-loading refuse collector - making 
it one of the few SD‘Lorries’that ended up as 
binwagon! 

Below right: Penfold Building Supplies was 
based around the Ruislip/Harrowarea and 
obviously also needed a narrow chassis that 
could still deliver a heavy Load. This TN was 
built in 1970 and featured an Edbro tipper body. 





ability to pull itself and a fully-loaded Dyson 
'dangler'through the night on the long haul, 

I guess not. But first, take a look at some 
of the non-municipal SD chassis that were 
sold new as lorries - and buses - before you 
decide, eh? Oh and, of course, this'buying 
one type of chassis to undertake a different 
type of application'wasn't just confined to 
the products of Shelvoke & Drewry. Dennis, 
Karrier, Seddon and Thornycroft - to name 
just the most obvious - all produced a mix of 
municipal and commercial chassis. 

So, while I love classic eight-leggers and 
draw-bar trailers as much as anyone, I 
suggest these'odd balls'still deserve a place 
in Vintage Roadscene. And if you've got 
anymore examples, Editor Mike and I would 
love to hear from you. 
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Right: A missed opportunity? SD was one 
of the first UK manufacturers to spot the 
potential of the skip truck, but only made 
them in small batches, losing any economy of 
scale.This is the prototype SD‘Frieghtloader’ 
on show at a Institute of Public Cleansing 
Conference in Torbay. It is mounted on a 12 
ton 7Z chassis. 

Below left: Something bigger? The Leyland 
‘Power PLus’-engined TY chassis really was 
a heavy duty chassis and, although dated 
by the early 1970s, it still won orders for 
tough applications. This customer was a 
Local authority and also operated SD RCVs, 
but needed a heavy-duty 16-tonner for skip 
collections. By this time, Edbro equipment 
was used. 

Below right: Big Brother.This was the Largest 
SD chassis built at the time - one of several 
TY-based dual-drive six wheelers for tanker 
bodywork built in 1969.The rear door gives 
a clue to the intended use - it’s a cesspool- 
emptier for Thurrock Council. 





It’s 1974 already and with the municipal business doing well, there isn’t 
much time for non-municipal chassis - at least not until the SD‘Defiant’ 
fork-lift Line (older SD fork-lift trucks used to be called ‘Freightlifter’ 
continuing the‘Freight’theme) was sold off to RuberyOwen, creating 
space to build the ‘SPV Range’. This NY could be a petrol tanker but it 
isn’t. It features a Molex cesspit emptier tank body. 


What goes around, comes around. Both original tiller-steered SD ‘Freighters’ 
and the early post-war W-Type were used as cable drum transporters. As SD 
and Dennis were the only two chassis manufacturers with a ‘narrow track’ 
chassis option, there was still some special commercial’ business to be 
had. Sadly, by the time the LEB wanted some new beaver-tail cable drum 
transporters, Dennis was the only player Left in the market. The chassis 
featured the same Ogle-styled cab used by Dennis municipal vehicles. 


PART 4 - N-TYPE 'FREIGHTERS' 
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This month, Mike Forbes brings 
us a selection of pictures of meat 
transport from the archives of the 
Chris Hodge 'Stilltime'Collection. 

T here are still 'family butcher's' 

shops in some places, but in most 
places the supermarket shelves 
have replaced the long-established 
local and national butcher's - 
remember Dewhurst, for example - while 
every town had its Co-op butcher as well. 

At one time, all these butchers were supplied 
with sides of beef and pork, whole lambs 
and all sorts of other products, from which 
the butcher in the shop would prepare the 
different cuts of meat for his customers. The 
meat generally arrived in insulated vans of one 
sort or another. 

There were main wholesale meat markets, 
as there were vegetable and fish markets as 
well, in the big centres of population, with 
Smithfield in London the best know, of course, 
which also supplied many other subsidiary 
markets, as well as their local areas. 

Some of the wholesales had their own 
vehicles, but many used the services of various 
specialist contractors, both to move the meat 
into the markets from the country and the 
docks, and out again to local customers and 
other regional centres. 

Here we have some pictures of these 
contractors'and one company's vehicles, 
taken in Bristol in the 1950s and in London 
during and after World War II. They will bring 
back memories for many people, of the way 
distribution of food was rather different from 
today's methods. Many of the pictures are full 
of the atmosphere of the times when they 
were taken so, even if you are a vegetarian like 
the editor, you will find plenty of interest, and 
there are some fascinating vehicles to look at 
as well. 

We'll have another dip into the Stilltime 
archives for some more views of vehicles 
delivering bacon, sausages and pies in a future 
issue, but meanwhile, enjoy these scenes of life 
and times of the past. 






This is a picture from the mid-1950s, full of period details. A D Collard was a family butcherfwith a corner 
shop, somewhere in the Bristol area. The signs emphasise that the meat and sausages are fresh and English. 
The shop was supplied by Mutual Meat Traders of Bristol, which had its transport provided by Transport 
(Bristol) Ltd, part of the Wise Group, as we will see. The fleet included this Karrier Gamecock box van,TAE 
6 (Bristol 1954 - which would be worth a fortune today, no doubt), kitted-out for hanging meat, which the 
driver is carrying off on his shoulder, as was usual in those days. The small door at the front nearside of the 
body is marked ‘Hand Cleaning Unit’ - a small sink, perhaps...? The Morris Z van, KHW 933 (Bristol, 1947) just 
seen parked round the corner, was probably Collard’s delivery van, although in those days, most customers 
would receive their meat from the ‘butcher’s boy’on a trade-bike, with a basket on the front. (CHC aax280) 


The Wise Group turned to the Thames Trader for its fleet, like this Scammell coupling-fitted artic, 

13 GHW (Bristol, 1959), fitted with an insulated container, so often used for the transport of meat 
and other goods in those days. It is passing the Transport (Bristol) Ltd premises in Princess Street in 
the pouring rain. (CHC aar634) 
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Top: Here’s the Gamecock, TAE 6, again - the 
small wheels might suggest a Bantam, but 
the higher cab points to the heavier chassis. 
The‘legal Lettering’visible in the other 
picture includes‘20 mph’and an unladen 
weight of 5 or 6 tons, no doubt because of 
the heavy insulated bodywork. We can see 
the‘Transport (Bristol) Ltd’Lettering on the 
cab door. It is at the Loading bay of Mutual 
Meat Traders, with an unmarked Thames 4D, 
TAE 10, obviously new at the same time in 
1954. There are pictures in the same series in 
the Stilltime Collection showing the rear of 
these vehicles as well. (CHCaax285) 

Middle: An older and slightly battered vehicle 
in the Mutual Meat Traders fleet at that time, 
although again unmarked, was this Dodge 
semi-forward control, built in Kewfrom the 
mid-1950s to Late 1940s, with a van body, 
registration unfortunately not visible. Notice 
how the vehicle carries a substantial set of 
steps, down which the driver is carrying a 
half or whole pig, delivering to the Bristol Co¬ 
operative Butchers’ shop, under the watchful 
eye of the staff. A most interesting feature is 
the typical advertising panel, as ever nothing 
to do with the Load, in this case not for soap 
powder or cigarettes, but for a mechanical 
handling exhibition, and T B Lawrence, the 
van advertising contractors responsible for 
Letting the space, based in Clements Inn, 
London WC2. (CHC aax281) 

Bottom: Moving on, but still in Bristol, a few 
years Later, we see another 1954 Karrier 
Gamecock,TAE 7, another in the same 
sequence, but this time carrying ‘Transport 
(Bristol) Ltd and ‘Wise Group’ Lettering and 
Livery. The driver is again carrying a ‘side’of 
meat into the suburban ‘family butcher’s’ 
shop of L H Allan. Other details to notice 
include the Guinness and Heinz adverts of 
the day and the ‘baby carriage’ outside the 
Shop. (CHC aar632) 
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Top: A fascinating shot inside the 
Transport (Bristol) workshops. The 
mechanics have the Ford 6D engine 
in pieces, including the cylinder head, 
gasket, liners and pistons, around the 
front of Thames Trader rigid, 717 DAE 
(Bristol, 1958) The Wise Group appears 
to have provided vehicles to other 
customers, such as TKG 198 (Cardiff, 
1959) a baker’s delivery van for Mothers 
Pride. (CHC aar638) 

Left: All in one piece, Thames Trader, 

118 GHW (Bristol, 1959), without the 6D 
badge on the front wings, is seen having 
its insulated container Loaded with 
boxes of lamb’s Liver at another meat 
warehouse. (CHC aar636) 

Right: Another Fordson BB, this one with 
a six-wheeled conversion to increase the 
carrying capacity, as was often carried out in 
the 1930s. It shows another variation of the 
Livery, a single headlight again, in those pre- 
MOT days, and was probably photographed 
at Market Transport’s Balham yard. (CHC 
abh820) 
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Above: Market Transport obviously relied heavily on the Fordson BB from the mid- 
1950s onwards, with two more seen here, AXM 390 and AXH 538 (both London, 
1934), a six-wheeler on our left, the other a four-wheeler, sandwiched between 
two Bedford ‘OL’ vans, the one on the right operated by W E Lawrence, another 
carrier running insulated meat vans under the MTOL regulations. (CHC abh824) 



Top Left: Moving to London and going back in 
time, with some scenes around Smithfield in the 
early post-war years, here we have some vehicles 
belonging to Market Transport Ltd, based in 
Balham,a Long-standing London meat haulier.The 
Fordson 7V, HXY 588 (London 1946-9), helps date 
the scene, as it Looks pretty new. It is standing 
between a pre-war Fordson BB, ARK 814 (Croydon, 
1935), and a Lift-van on a draw-bar trailer. The 
MTOL number on the door of the 7V refers to 
the Meat Transport Organisation Limited, which 
controlled meat distribution from the start of 
World War II until disbanded in 1954, while MOT 
on the BB refers to Ministry of Transport, which 
again controlled the use of many private owners’ 
vehicles, as well as railway wagons. (CHC abh817) 

Top right: A closer Look at another of Market 
Transport’s Fordson BB vans, BUU 659 (London, 
1935). This shows a Livery variation, with the 
MTOL number again, an advert on the side for 
Brooke Bond ‘Dividend’Tea, an unladen weight of 
2 tons 4 cwt and speed Limit of 30 mph. Of note 
also are the diagonal boarded front of the van 
and the single headlight. Market Transport’s BBs 
seem to have shared Left and right headlights... 
There is a Bedford WT, FMH 626 (Middlesex 
1936-7), behind the Fordson, while the MTOL 
number appears on the Dennis of appropriately- 
named R Butcher, UC 5258 (London 1928-9) in the 
background. (CHC abh818) 
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Top: Going further back to the dark days of World War II, 
we see Bedford WTL, JMT 744 (Middlesex, late 1938),, in the 
fleet of W Stanley, another meat market carrier, outside the 
premises of Swift and Company, for many years a well- 
known meat wholesaler. The vehicle looks in reasonable, 
condition, apart from damage to the grille. Note the masked 
headlights and white-painted extremities. (abL349) 

Left: A bit further along the road, the photographer 
snapped W Stanley’s Albion, EMC 246 (Middlesex, 1936), with 
similar wartime markings and a driver in awfully grubby 
overalls... (CHC abl345) 

Below: The vehicles of I Beer & Sons, the Bacon Specialists, 
were seen around Smithfield, as here, as well as its own 
premises in King Street, ECl.The picture shows a Dennis 
van, GN 6988 (London, late 1920s), in the company’s 
attractive livery (was it brown and cream, from memory?) 
with wartime markings and masked headlights, with a 
Fordson BB just seen to the right. To the left can be seen the 
rear of a ballast tractor, which would have delivered one of 
those lift-vans on a draw-bar trailer. The T Holton vehicle in 
the background looks like a 1930s Dodge. (CHC aaw676) 
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Top: An earlier or later shot, with some 
different vehicles in front of I Beer’s premises 
in King Street, left to right, the Dennis, GK 
9374, the Fordson, BYK 244, plus YU 9356 
(London, 1927), which I think is a Caledon, 
with a half van, half sided body, oil Lamps, 
no proper doors and a Label in the screen 
‘Certified Food Distributors’, which contrasts 
with the Fordson Thames-badged 7Vwith 
the earlier style grille on the right, GGC 371 
(London, 1940), on which the young butcher 
is leaning - who said cool’was a modern 
concept? Notice, too, the adverts above the 
Loading bay for ‘Aristos’ Bacon and‘Merry 
Monk’ canned goods, not foods... (CHC aaw662) 

Left: Another view of the vehicles in the 
earlier shot, plus the rear of an Austin 8 van, 
FXU 539 (London, 1939).The brand name, 
Aristos, of I Beer’s bacon appears on the sides 
of the Bedford vans. (CHC aaw675) 

Bottom Left: Now for a couple of shots, 
presumably at the rear of I Beer’s King Street 
premises, with the Transport Office and 
probably‘Goods Inwards’, with a reminder 
that food was often transported on platform 
vehicles in days gone by, Like the hessian- 
wrapped sides of bacon on Albion, FYR 675 
(London, 1939). Beer’s Leyland Cub, ALW 819 
(London, 1933) and another van, which was 
a late Bedford WT, AJG 703 (Canterbury, 1938) 
block the street behind. (CHC aaw671) 

Below: Not the best of pictures, but it shows 
Beer’s Dennis 50 cwt forward control van, FYM 
982, a ScammeLL Mechanical Horse, another 
Fordson 7V and another van, near the 
transport office. (CHC aaw664) 



www.roadscene.com 


November 14 37 






































f 



Another view of a Market Transport Fordson 7V, HXY585, in the same series as the previously 
seen vehicle. These Look as if they could have been new vehicles at the time and the reason for 
the Commercial Motor visit to SmithfieLd. Here the 7V van, showing its ULW of 2 tons 11 cwt and 
30 mph speed Limit on the fuel tank, is lined up with others, including one from the fleet of H C 
Maile, another Long-standing SmithfieLd carrier. (CHC831) 






The driver of this Bedford WS box van from the Late-193 
wear, is seen with his vehicle outside the premises of & 




Si M 














38 November 14 


































Here’s another well-known name from the 
past for Londoners, I Beer & Sons, the Bacon 
Specialists. The company had quite a Large and 
varied fleet, seen around Smithfield and, as 
here, outside its own premises in King Street, 

EC1. From right to Left, we have two Bedford 
BYC vans, BFN 143 and 273 (Canterbury, 1939), 
flanking a horse-drawn cart, it’s motive power 
enjoying a snack; then there’s two Fordson BB 
vans, BYK 244 and CGF 934 (both London, 1935) 

- a popular choice of vehicle in this business 
at that time - and another Dennis, GK 9374 
(London, 1930). It looks as if the Albion CX, FK 
9460 (Worcester, 1939 - rather than EK, a 1933 
Wigan mark), of Bailey & Turner, is Loading at 
the next-door premises of provisions merchants, I 
George, Bowles, NichoLLs & Co Ltd, along with the [ 
Southern Railway trailer. (CHC aaw667) 


The Fordson 7V seen from the rear, with the market porters Loading sides of meat up the steps 
and boxes of chicken, among other items, from a barrow marked Hays Wharf Cartage Co Ltd. 

(CHC abh833/836) 


















T hese days, our roads have 

become filled with commercial 
vehicles from the various 
European manufacturers - not 
that there is anything wrong 
with them, apart from the fact that they 
have almost entirely replaced vehicles from 
the British manufacturers who supplied our 
transport industry for so long. 

Many of these pictures were taken not so 
long ago, showing types of vehicle which 
could be seen all over the place at the time, 
but which have since all but disappeared. 

In some cases, thanks to the efforts of 
preservationists and rally organisers, it is 
easier to see some much older types, while 
memories of these more recent vehicles just 
fade away. 

Some readers might consider these more 
youthful lorries less interesting than those 
from earlier times, but they are all part of our 
road transport heritage and deserve not to 
be forgotten. Equally, some of the operators' 
names seen here will bring back memories 
of well-known fleets. 

We challenge you to look through the 
following pages and not say to yourself: 
"Well, I'd forgotten all about them, but it 
seems like only yesterday I last saw one..." 


Allan Bedford offers another selection ofold and not-so-old lorries to bring 
back some fast-fading memories... 



This Bedford TL, D219 FUW, was one of the BBC’s outside broadcast fleet, when it was seen at 
Blackheath, South-east London, on the day before the London Marathon in April 1997. 
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Top Left: Parked in Bexley Road, 
Northumberland Heath, Erith, Kent, one 
Saturday in June 1998, Allan waited a Long 
time for a break in the traffic to record this 
then 20 year old Bedford TK Luton van, 
nicknamed ‘Midnight Rambler’. 

Top right: This Austin/Morris Ital van,A610 
JDF, dating from 1983-4 and still in excellent 
original condition, was seen by Allan many 
times, during holidays spent in Lovely 
Dartmouth, in Devon.The picture was taken 
on the slipway one morning during a short 
break in March 1999. 

Right: AMarsden Pantechnicon-bodied 
Bedford, BP 876P, loading in Brook Street, 
Northumberland Heath.These attractive 
vehicles were built in Warrington. Dee & Dee 
are still moving people. 



pfra^i 


■l ilLajl 3 

[BEE! 

IP* 

I -nmi m k'f I jkWIIB 

L PQIg2-ii7698lflft».w»ft auHlttli 



Post Office Telephones had a substantial 
fleet of these Bedford J3 crew-cab box vans. 
A total of 684 of these remarkable anachronisms 
were supplied between 1975 and 1978, complete with petrol 
engines providing that‘Bedford sound’. There are claims they were 
nick-named ‘Rommel’s Raiders’by some of the engineers, who 
suspected they were war surplus! Allan crept into the Holmesdale 
Road, Bromley depot one Saturday afternoon in September 1979 
to get this shot of LYT 913P, LGW 945P and MYX 71P... 
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Left: A small stack of 8 x 4 plasterboard 
sheets is loaded onto this Maidstone-based 
builders’ merchant’s 1968-9 Karrier Bantam, 
OKL 762G, at British Gypsum, in Erith, Kent, in 
June 1976. 

Middle Left: This 1967-8 ERF‘LV’four-wheeled 
tanker, UGH 742F, was delivering transformer 
oil to the former British Gypsum works in 
Erith, during the anuual fortnight’s shut¬ 
down in July 1977. 

Middle right: During his time as the Works 
Buyer at British Gypsum, Erith, Allan met all 
the Local‘reps’. One of the suppliers of starch 
to the company was Cargill Albion, which was 
by then using an all-white Livery on its Latest 
DAFs. However, Allan was able to ascertain 
that a handful of the glorious Albion Sugar 
fleet of Fodens still remained on the old 
Woolwich site.The helpful rep arranged for 
him to visit on a very cold Saturday morning 
in February 1979, where some rather dark 
images were taken, including Foden S80, 
GMY957N. 




In 1995, the Dennis company celebrated its centenary, with vehicles 
displayed at the Guildford Show and an open day at the works. 
Connections between the sites were provided by a number of former 
Aldershot & District Dennis Loline and Lance double-deckers. However, 
befitting the occasion, this rare Delta tipper, SPB 729X was working in 
the paddock at the show. 



This old Leyland Beaver-based X-Ray unit was a familiar sight for three 
decades and remained in the North Kent/South-east London area for its entire 
working life. It is seen at British Gypsum, Erith, with reels of plasterboard lined 
paper, which were part of a large fire-damaged stock awaiting collection. Allan 
believes MXX 503 might still be around somewhere. A number of the X-Ray 
Beavers have been preserved in various different guises. 
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Top : Martin Hayman had perhaps the Largest UK fleet of these 
distinctive Austrian-built Steyr trucks. Three of the company’s 
Model 91s are visible in this 1999 shot at the then depot on the 
old A38 at Burlescombe, Devon, including G987VTN and G259 
FOB.There were also some Model 92 four-wheelers in the fleet. 
The editor couldn’t resist using this picture of some foreign 
interlopers, as he was involved in the public relations effort, 
promoting these Steyr Trucks, when they were first imported 
into the UK in the Late 1980s, until Steyr was taken over by MAN 
-and that was that... 

Right : This unusual and Long-Lived G-cabbed Leyland Looks 
Like a Clydesdale with a third Lifting axle with single wheels 
added, rather than a Reiver, which might be expected. It also 
has a sleeper cab extension. FWA 390V, from around 1980, of 
Leeds-based J Milner, was seen outside a transport cafe in 
Northfleet, one Saturday morning in October 1996. 




Below : The vehicles of Olds Demolition of Exmouth in Devon 
are seen over a wide area.This 1988-9 Leyland Cruiser six- 
wheeled tipper, F771 UAD, was seen by Allan, being Loaded with 
rubble after the demolition of an old garage in Dartmouth, 
during another short break’in 1997. 
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Left: A handsome member of the fleet of 
Torridge Transport of Torrington, Devon, was 
this Cummins-engined Seddon Atkinson 
4-11 6x2 38 tonne tractor unit, E869 MHW. It 
was seen delivering another consignment 
of chipboard to a furniture company in 
Northfleet, Kent in May 1994.Torridge has a 
depot at Hill Village, South Molton, next to 
the Contiboard works. 


Top: This 1989 Leyland Roadtrain 350, F552 
AUG, was seen when still fairly new, in May 
1994, taking on a full Load of 100mm x 2mm 
plaster coving at Northfleet, Kent, in its tri- 
axle curtain-sided trailer. Well-known 
G W Sissons, of Sherburn-in-ELmet, near 
Leeds, was an old-established haulier for 
the British Gypsum group. 


Right: This Late Ergo-cabbed AEC Mammoth 
Major eight-wheeler, XBW 25R,from the fleet 
of Anchor Tiles, Stockport, had brought a 
part-load to the old British Gypsum works in 
Erith in June 1984. 
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A1972-3 Cummins-powered Atkinson Borderer, JOG 590L, sporting a 
sleeper cab, with the then customary‘40ft flat’, from the fleet of Aidley’s 
of Mosley Road,Trafford Park, was seen delivering a consignment of 
7kg and 9kg roofing felt, then packed in boxes of eight rolls, from D 
Anderson of Stretford, Manchester. This was at the old British Gypsum 
works in Erith in 1984 where, in the distance, can be spotted the Avery 
Scales ERF ‘LV’, CHA 254K, carrying out weighbridge testing. 



There was a time when a trip up the M6 would not be complete 
without the sight of one of one of the vehicles of B Barnes & Sons Ltd 
of RawtenstaLL, Lancashire.This Seddon Atkinson 2-11 van, F379 JNC, 
from the fleet of another Long-Lost haulier, was seen in Gravesend in 
November 1997, shortly before the distinctive Livery disappeared. 



This ERF EC eight-wheeled tipper was in the always immaculate Livery 
of Clarks of Penge. M760 OKK was probably supplied by Medway ERF 
and was only a few months old when seen in September 1995, close to 
the Gravesend and Northfleet Football Club’s ground. 



Like most towns, Peckham in South London had a ‘Woolies’, where this 
ERF EC11,T826 JCA,a Wincanton contract vehicle, was seen around 8am 
on several occasions, backed up to the Loading bay. Note the old ‘Chad 
Valley’ name, revived by Woolworths for some of its excellent value for 
money range of toys. 



J :LEECH it 


This ERF ‘C’ Series six-wheeled curtain-siderwas a great find 

for Allan, during another week in Devon, in the pleasant town of 

Bovey Tracy, in July 1996. These days,‘Mornflake Oats’vehicles are in a Less 

attractive orange Livery, but then the vehicles of J Leech & Co, based in Haslington, 

near Crewe, carried these green and red ‘Mornflake Oats’colours. 
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Malcolm Wright continues to mark 60 years oftheAEC Reliance single-deck bus and coach 
chassis, with a look at the Reliances which served in the bus fleets of Kent & East Sussex. 


Maidstone & District 

The first AEC in the Maidstone & District fleet 
was a 'Y' model new in 1919, KN 4373, which 
had been ordered by Gravesend & District 
Electric Tramways Ltd, but delivered direct to 
M&D, before the absorption of G&D in 1920. 
There were a further three T types, then a 
gap of some years before an AEC Regal, KJ 
77, arrived in the fleet. This was ex-Weald of 
Kent Transport Co,Tenterden, in November 
1933. 

A year later, several Regents, Regals and 
the first appearance of the original Reliance 
model came with the acquired Hastings 
operation of theTimpson (London) fleet. 
These Reliances were Hall Lewis C30R- 
bodied vehicles new in 1929 and numbered 
some 26 coaches. More Regals and Regents 
followed, both with acquired fleets and as 
direct M&D purchases in the 1930s, while 
further Beadle-bodied Regals following at 
the end of World War II. The late 1940s saw 
a few Weymann-bodied Regent Ills coming 
in 1947 and, in the early 1950s, more AECs 
came on board through the purchase of 
Skinner Luxury Coaches of St Leonards. 

The first AEC Reliance 470s appeared in 
the M&D fleet list when the model was new 
in 1954. These were followed by regular 
deliveries during the following years. 

Top: The first batch of AEC Reliance 470s with 
Harrington C37C bodywork to join the M&D 
fleet included TKM 328, seen here in its after¬ 
life working for Hebble, following withdrawal 
in 1968 after 14years service. (M&D and East 
Kent Bus Club). 

Middle: This 1957 Reliance with Beadle 
B42F bodywork, YKR 223, was withdrawn in 
1970 and sold via dealers TPC to Easton of 
Ramsgate (trading as Eastonways) where it 
worked until scrapped by 9/73. (M&D and East 
Kent Bus Club). 

Bottom: New in 1958 was this Harrington 
B42F-bodied Reliance, as S0252 then S252 
and finally 3252. Withdrawn in 1974, it was 
sold through TPE (dealers) of Macclesfield to 
Ede of Par (Roselyn Coaches) where it gave a 
further seven years of service. The remains 
passed to the West of England Transport 
Museum at Winkleigh by 6/94, presumably as 
a source of spares. 
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AEC Reliance buses and coaches in the Maidstone & District fleet. 


TKM 304-310 

CO 304-310 

AEC Reliance 470/Harrington 

C37C 

1954 

TKM 312-322 

CO 312-322 

AEC Reliance 470/Harrington 

C37C 

1954 

TKM 324-325 

CO 324-325 

AEC Reliance 470/Harrington 

C37C 

1954 

TKM 328-330 

CO328-330 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C37C 

1954 

TKM 311 

C0311 

AEC Reliance 470/Harrington 

C37C 

1955 

TKM 323 

CO 323 

AEC Reliance 470/Harrington 

C37C 

1955 

TKM 326-327 

CO 326-327 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C37C 

1955 

TKM 331-350 

CO 331-350 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C37C 

1955 

XKT 990-991 

SO 213-214 

AEC Reliance 410/ Weymann 

B42F 

1956 

XKT 993-999 

SO 216-222 

AEC Reliance 410/ Weymann 

B42F 

1956 

377-389 BKM 

CO 377-389 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C37F 

1957 

XKT 989 

S0212 

AEC Reliance 410/ Weymann 

B42F 

1957 

XKT 992 

SO 215 

AEC Reliance 410/ Weymann 

B42F 

1957 

YKR 223-239 

S0223-239 

AEC Reliance 410/Beadle 

B42F 

1957 

390-407 DKK 

CO 390-407 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C41F 

1958 

240-264 BKM 

SO 240-264 

AEC Reliance 410/ Harrington 

B42F 

1958 

408-409 DKK 

CO 408-409 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C41F 

1959 

410-424 FKL 

C0410-424 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C42F 

1959 

265-283 DKT 

S0265-283 

AEC Reliance 410/ Park Royal 

DP40F 

1959 

284 DKT 

SO 284 

AEC Reliance 470/Park Royal 

DP40F 

1959 

425-444 LKE 

CO 425-444 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C41F 

1960 

285-304 GKK 

SO285-304 

AEC Reliance 410/Weymann 

DP40F 

1960 

101-120 PKP 

Cl-20 

AEC Reliance 470/Harrington 

C41F 

1961 

320-321 NKT 

S320-321 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1961 

323-324 NKT 

S323-324 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1961 

326-346 NKT 

S326-346 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1961 

348-349 NKT 

S348-349 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1961 

21-30TKR 

C21-30 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

C37F 

1962 

984 TKO 

SI 

AEC Reliance 590/Willowbrook 

B54F 

1962 

322 NKT 

S322 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1962 

325 NKT 

S325 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP 40 F 

1962 

347 NKT 

S347 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1962 

350 RKR 

S350 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP40F 

1962 

2-5 YKK 

S2-5 

AEC Reliance 590/Willowbrook 

B53F 

1963 

190-199 XKE 

SI 90-199 

AEC Reliance 470/ Harrington 

B42F 

1963 

31-32 YKK 

SC31-32 

AEC Reliance 590/Willowbrook 

DP49F 

1963 

3294D 

C33 

AEC Reliance 590/ Harrington 

C47F 

1964 

AKP 251-254B 

C34-37 

AEC Reliance 590 /Harrington 

C47F 

1964 

FKL 121-135D 

C58-72 

AEC Reliance 590/ Harrington 

C47F 

1965 

BKT 821-840C 

S 6-25 

AEC Reliance 590/ Marshall 

B53F 

1965 

EKJ 101-120C 

S41-60 

AEC Reliance 590/Weymann 

B53F 

1965 

BKT 801-820C 

SC38-57 

AEC Reliance 590/Weymann 

DP49F 

1965 

HKR173-176D 

SC73-76 

AEC Reliance 590/Marshall 

DP49F 

1966 

HKT 577-580D 

SC77-80 

AEC Reliance 590/ Marshall 

DP49F 

1966 

HKT 591-592D 

SC81-82 

AEC Reliance 590/ Marshall 

DP49F 

1966 

Fy F^<;t Kpnt 


AFN 597 B 

2597 

AEC Reliance 590/ Park Royal 

C49F 

(1964) Aq 1973 

AFN 604 B 

2604 

AEC Reliance 590/Park Royal 

C47F 

(1964) Aq 1973 

WJG149J 

4149 

AEC Reliance 691 /Plaxton 

C49F 

(1971) Aq 1973 

WJG151J 

4151 

AEC Reliance 691 /Plaxton 

C49F 

(1971) Aq 1973 

FvT C, C nv Mairlctnno fQtroamlino^ 









XK0197J 

4197 

AEC Reliance 505 /Plaxton 

C53F 

(1971) Aq 1974 

DKK696K 

4198 

AEC Reliance 505 / Duple 

C53F 

(1972) Aq 1974 

Demonstrators 
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AEC Reliance/Park Royal B44F (1953) served 


1953-1954 

NLP 635 


AEC Monocoach Roe/Park Royal B41F 


(1953) 14-21/2/57 

WJU 407 


AEC Reliance/Willowbrook 

C41F 

(1960)31/1-14/2/61 

(306H) 


AEC Reliance/chassis only (1961) 


10-11/7/61 
(inspection only) 

VPM 898 

AEC Reliance/Harrington 


C51F 

(1961) 13/12/61 
(inspection only) 
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In the usual M&D coach livery, 428 LKE was a 1960 Harrington C41F-bodied 
AEC Reliance, fleet no C0428, then C428 and finally 4428. It was withdrawn 
in 1972, sold to TPE and subsequently seen in the Gravesend area, working 
for Inter State Travel. 


This shows thew rear styling of 1962 Harrington Cavalier C37F-bodied 
Reliance 470, C28. It served M&D from 1963 until 1978, when it was 
purchased by Ensign (then at Dagenham) and went into preservation. 




Above Left: This Reliance was also new in 1958 with Harrington C41F 
bodywork. Numbered C399 then SC399 in 1963 and to 2399 in 1968 and 
finally 3364 by the time of its withdrawal in 1971. The front was rebuilt to 
make it more suitable for use as a bus. It was sold on to Yorkshire dealers. 
(M&D and East Kent Bus Club) 

Above right: The plain NBC livery does not suit this Harrington-bodied 
Reliance 470,196 XKE, fleet no S196, becoming 3696. Withdrawn by 1977, 
it was purchased by Ensign, before being used by The Medway Ports 
Authority until 1983. (M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 

Right: The year 1964 saw he arrival of The new Harrington ‘Grenadier’ 
style coachwork arrived in 1964, with this C47F example on an AEC 
Reliance 590 chassis. C33 is seen in traditional M&D coach livery. It 
became fleet no 4153 and served until 1978 when it was sold to Ensign 
(now at Grays) and Loaned to Ebdon’s of Sidcup,then sold to StanLake of 
Ipswich and on to another dealer. 

Bottom: New in 1963, this Willowbrook B53F bus-bodied Reliance 590 
is seen in an official M&D Company photograph from that time. It was 
numbered 55, then 3705, converted toomo’in 5/70 and withdrawn in 
1976. It went to TPE (dealer) and was exported to Dublin (Lavery) and re¬ 
registered 920A21, until scrapped by 9/80. 




www.roadscene.com 


































































East Kent 

The first mention of AEC appears in the East 
Kent records in 1919, when a small batch 
of AEC/Daimler YCs (with AEC radiators) 
were bought by BAT and delivered to East 
Kent as a stop-gap arrangement. Supposed 
to have had Short B29R bodies, they are 
listed as being bodied by Hora, to B26R 
configuration. They were withdrawn by 
1921 passing to South Wales Transport of 
Swansea. A further single acquisition was 
YP3989, a 1926 AEC 414 with Wycombe 20 
set charabanc bodywork, which had been 
with Timpsons at Hastings and was passed 
via Maidstone & District to East Kent by 1934, 
although neveroperated by them. 

A few AEC Regals were acquired from 
Autopilots in early 1935. It was then a long 
time until the Company ordered its own 
AEC vehicles, starting in the mid 1950s, 
with variants of the Reliance model to 
be followed in 1959 by the well-known 
AEC Regent Vs, East Kent's main double- 
deckers throughout the 1960s. During the 
1960s and 70s, many of the AEC Reliances 
were liveried for local operations, such as 
Skyways, Europabus, Sealink, Hoverlloyd and 
Seaspeed, all of which worked out of the 
East Kent area. 



Top right: New to East Kent in 1956 was 
this Weymann DP41F-bodied AEC Reliance 
470. Initially used as a coach, UG323 was 
converted to omo in 9/58 and downgraded to 
single-deck bus status. It was withdrawn by 
1974 and sold to northern area dealers. 

Second right: Ayear Later,along came NFN 
337, a Beadle DP41F-bodied AEC Reliance 470. 
Also initially used on coaching work it was 
converted to omo in 7/63. It was withdrawn 
in 1971, sold to dealers and passed to 
Douglas, a contractor in Birmingham, where 
it was numbered 1185, before moving on to 
Brown of Hinhead and non-psvuse. 

Third right: TFN 404 was a 1960 fleet addition, 
with Park Royal DP41F body on the 470 
chassis. It served until 1976, when it went to 
two dealers in the Carlton area of Yorkshire. 

Bottom right: WFN 516 was another Park Royal 
DP41F AEC Reliance combination, seen here in 
‘Europabus’ Livery and used as a coach. It was 
re-painted in 7/63 into East Kent fleet Livery. 
Out of service by 1976, it passed to Lewington 
of Harold Hill by 3/77. 
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AEC Reliance buses and coaches in the East Kent fleet 


KFN 210-229 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP41F 

1955 

KFN 230-239 

AEC Reliance 410*/Weymann 

DP41F 

1955 

KFN 240-249 

AEC Reliance 41 OVWeymann 

DP41F (omo 

1955 

(* the AH410 engines were replaced by AH470 units from 1961) 

LJG 305-326 

AEC Reliance 470/Weymann 

DP41F 

1956 

MJG 41-52 

AEC Reliance 470/Beadle 

C32C 

1957 

MJG 285-300 

AEC Reliance 470/ Beadle 

DP37F 

1957 

NFN 327-349 

AEC Reliance 470/ Beadle 

DP41F 

1957 

TFN 400-418 

AEC Reliance 470 / Park Royal 

DP41F 

1960 

TFN 419-439 

AEC Reliance 470 / Park Royal 

DP41F 

1960 

VJG 500 

AEC Reliance 470 / Park Royal 

DP41F 

1960 

WFN 501-518 

AEC Reliance 470 / Park Royal 

DP41F 

1961 

519-538 FN 

AEC Reliance 590 / Park Royal 

C46F 

1962 

6539-6548 FN 

AEC Reliance 590/ Park Royal 

C49F 

1963 

AFN 488-499B 

AEC Reliance 470/ Duple 

C34F 

1964 

AFN 596-605B 

AEC Reliance 590/ Park Royal 

C49F 

1964 

DJG 355-358C 

AEC Reliance 590 / Marshall 

B51F 

1965 

DJG 606-631C 

AEC Reliance 590 / Park Royal 

C49F 

1965 

GJG 632-643D 

AEC Reliance 590 / Park Royal 

C49F 

1966 

KJG 571-580 E 

AEC Reliance 590 / Marshall 

B51F 

1967 

OFN 708-732F 

AEC Reliance 691 / Marshall 

B53F 

1968 

OJG 130-137 F 

AEC Reliance 691 /Willowbrook 

C49F 

1968 

UFN 480-487 H 

AEC Reliance 691 / Duple 

C40F 

1970 

VFN 35-40H 

AEC Reliance 691 / Plaxton 

C49F 

1970 

VJG 474-475 J 

AEC Reliance 691/ Plaxton 

C53F 

1970 

VJG 476 J 

AEC Reliance 691/ Plaxton 

C48F 

1970 

VJG 477J 

AEC Reliance 691/ Plaxton 

C50F 

1970 

VJG 478-479J 

AEC Reliance 691/ Plaxton 

C53F 

1970 

WJG 138-151J 

AEC Reliance 691/ Plaxton 

C49F 

1971 

WJG 470-473J 

AEC Reliance 691/ Plaxton 

C53F 

1971 

HFN 25-29L 

AEC Reliance 760/ Duple Dominant 

C51F 

1973 

HFN 30-32L 

AEC Reliance 760/Duple Dominant 

C51F 

1973 

HFN 53-56L 

AEC Reliance 760/ Duple Dominant 

C42F 

1973 

HFN 57-60L 

AEC Reliance 760/ Duple Dominant 

C42F 

1973 

PFN 785-788M 

AEC Reliance 760/ Duple 

C42F 

1974 

PFN 790-794M 

AEC Reliance 760/Duple 

C51F 

1974 

GFN 554-556N 

AEC Reliance 760/ Duple 

C55F 

1975 

GFN 557-558N 

AEC Reliance 760/ Duple 

C55F 

1975 



Top: AFN 499B was a Duple C34F-bodied 
AEC Reliance 470 model new in 1964. With 
the ‘Commander’ style body, it was used 
as a touring coach until 1973/73,when it 
was downgraded to other coach duties. It 
received white NBC livery in 3/74 and was 
withdrawn in 1978 and sold to Ensign and on 
to Thomas of West Ewell by 6/78. 

Middle: DJG 355C was a 1965 Marshall 
B51F-bodied AEC Reliance 590, which served 
until 1977. It then passed to Ensign, which 
dismantled it for spares. (M&D and East Kent 
Bus Club). 

Right: In 1962, this Park Royal C46F-bodied 
coach on a Reliance 590 chassis appeared 
in the East Kent Fleet. Vehicle 528 FN was 
delivered in Europabus livery and remained 
as such until 1/69 when it was supposed to 
have been re-painted into fleet livery but it is 
seen here mysteriously in ‘Skyways’ livery! 
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As well as the Maidstone & District and 
the East Kent fleets, there were several 
independent operators, which operated 
AEC Reliances in the Kent & Sussex area. 
These included: A & C Travel, Destination 
London, Felicita, Horlock, Dengate of Rye, 
Ayers of Dover, Davies of Rye, Monks of 
Staplecross, Smith of Brenzett, Atomic Power 
of Dungeness, Dulieu of Tunbridge Wells, 
Gillett of Sevenoaks, Goddards of Ightham, 
Ham of Flimwell, Warrens of Ticehurst, New 
Enterprise of Tonbridge, Norris of Hawkhurst, 
Fage of West Kingsdown, Pilchers of 
Chatham, Reliance of Gravesend, Douglas of 
Ramsgate, Donsway of Faversham, Kemps of 
Chillenden, Lehane of Burnt Oak, Rowland of 
Faversham, Smith of Molash and Thomsett 
of Deal amongst others, so possible further 
researches could uncover more photographs 
of these Reliance types for a future article... 



Seen here on National Express work is OJG134F, a Willowbrook C49F-bodied AEC Reliance 691, new 
to East Kent in 1968. As fleet no 8134, it served until 22/4/81 and was scrapped at Booth’s yard by 
10/81. (M&D and East Kent Bus Club). 


AEC Reliance buses and coaches in the East Kent fleet cont. 


Demonstrators: _ 

210 AMP AEC Monocoach/Park Royal B44F 1954 

WJU 407 AEC Reliance/Willowbrook C41F 20-30/1/61 

(306H) AEC Reliance (chassis only) 1961 10/7/61 inspection only 

(146CG) AEC Reliance/Stracchan DP49F 1964 26/10/64 inspection only 


East Kent Vehicles appearing in specialised local liveries: 


DJG614C 

Hoverlloyd 

4/72 to withdrawal 

VJG478J 

Skyways 

New to 5/71 

DJG616C 

Hoverlloyd 

7/75 to w/d 

VJG479J 

Skyways 

New to 5/71 

DJG617C 

Hoverlloyd 

1/72 tow/d 

MJG 285 

Europabus 

New to 1/61 

DJG 627 C 

Hoverlloyd 

5/72 to w/d 

MJG 286 

Europabus 

New to 1/61 

PFN791M 

Hoverlloyd 

7/76 to w/d 

MJG 300 

Europabus 

New to 1/61 

PFN 794M 

Hoverlloyd 

6/76 to w/d 

WFN513 

Europabus 

New to 1/63 

TFN 402 

Hoverlloyd 

4/72 to 4/74 

WFN514 

Europabus 

New to 2/63 

TFN 407 

Hoverlloyd 

7/71 to 12/73 

WFN515 

Europabus 

New to 9/63 

TFN 409 

Hoverlloyd 

7/71 to 2/74 

WFN516 

Europabus 

New to 7/63 

TFN 411 

Hoverlloyd 

7/71 to 1/74 

WFN517 

Europabus 

New to 4/63 

TFN 414 

Hoverlloyd 

6/71 to 4/74 

WFN518 

Europabus 

New to 5/63 

TFN 422 

Hoverlloyd 

4/72 to w/d 

521FN 

Europabus 

New to 1/69 

(modified 7/75) 

522FN 

Europabus 

New to 3/69 

DJG618C 

Hoverlloyd 

1/74 to 6/77 

523FN 

Europabus 

New to 2/70 

DJG619C 

Hoverlloyd 

12/73 to 6/77 

524FN 

Europabus 

New to 5/69 

DJG 620C 

Hoverlloyd 

2/74 to 6/77 

525FN 

Europabus 

New to 3/69 

AFN 600B 

Hoverlloyd 

5/76 to 7/76 

526FN 

Europabus 

New to 4/69 

PFN 790M 

Townsend Thoresen 5/78 to ? 

527FN 

Europabus 

New to 11/68 

GJG 634D 

Skyways 

4/69 to 4/71 

528FN 

Europabus 

New to 1/69 

GJG 635 D 

Skyways 

5/69 to 6/70 

529FN 

Europabus 

New to 12/70 

GJG 638 D 

Skyways 

6/69 to 1/71 

530FN 

Europabus 

New to 2/69 

GJG 641 D 

Skyways 

5/69 to 7/71 

531 FN 

Europabus 

New to 10/68 

GJG 642 D 

Skyways 

5/69 to 5/75 

532FN 

Europabus 

New to 2/69 

GJG 643 D 

Skyways 

5/69 to 3/75 

TFN 408 

Sealink 

3/72 to w/d 

VJG476J 

Skyways 

New to 4/71 

TFN 430 

Sealink 

4/73 to w/d 

VJG477J 

Skyways 

New to 4/71 
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Glorious Mud 
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This year's Great Dorset 
Steam Fair was notable for 
the effects of a short spell of 
bad weather at the end of 
August, but Vic Capon found 
that it didn't stop the show. 


E xhibitors and visitors arrived at 
the start of the Dorset show to 
find it was a sea of mud. Vehicles 
had to be towed into place by 
tractors and stayed where they 
were put, and everything looked bad. It 
even made the television news. It certainly 
can't have been much fun to start with, 
but vintage vehicle enthusiasts are made 
of sterner stuff. 

By the weekend, the ground had dried 
out sufficiently for much of the usual 
action to take place as intended, as we can 
see here. 


Top: A picture which rather sums up 
most of This year’s Great Dorset Steam 
Fair. This Atkinson Borderer, XNP 973M, 
was sitting in the mud, along with the 
more modern Low-Loader vehicles which 
had brought steam engines to the show. 

Right: Carters Steam Fair had a number 
of its fleet of interesting vehicles at the 
show, including this ERF ‘A’ Series, JHE 
829L, with a classic Living van trailer, in 
the company’s striking Livery. 

Bottom left: The 1927 Super Sentinel 
steam waggon, YH 5763, with its three- 
way tipper body Looks splendid in an 
appropriate new Livery and did get to 
show its capabilities Later in the show. 

Bottom right: A vehicle you can’t help 
being fascinated by. with its Morris- 
badged ‘Safety Cab’ on a four wheel 
drive chassis (a converted Austin K9?) 
and a Lorry-mounted loader on the back, 
would it be man enough to pull that 
Low-Loader trailer? 
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Above: There was a special World War I 
Commemorative Display, including a 
varied selection of different civilian and 
military vehicles. Here are McLaren lOnhp 
road Locomotive, DS 7128 ‘ Gigantic’, in War 
Department guise, Lines up with Daimler ‘Y’Type 
3 ton lorry, HK 7141, Pierce Arrow R8, SV 4680, 
Karrier IY 782, a Nash Quad Lorry and trailer, GMC 
Model 16AA water bowser and a Ford Model 
‘T’ ambulance called ‘Agatha’, with Triumph 
despatch rider’s and Royal Enfield stretcher 
bearer combination motor-cycles. 

Right: An interesting selection of transporters, 
ScammeLL, Foden and DAFs, looking Like toys, 
photographed from the ‘Big Wheel’ in the 
fairground. 



Above: This Locomobile army Lorry was sporting all its canvas covering Above: A closer view of the Daimler‘Y’Type Lorry, on its way to the 
and chains on the rear wheels. parade ring. 
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Right: The mud at Dorset added a certain 
poignancy to the World War I display, 
complete with this Model T - ripe for 
restoration? 


Above: This Holt 75 artillery and general 
haulage tractor was used to pull heavy 
guns on the Western Front, just as it did 
around the ‘Play pen’ at Dorset.. 



Left: One of the more unusual 
vehicles at Dorset was this 
1972 Saurer 5DF box van from 
Switzerland, restored as an 
‘invisible caravan’in 2005, 
when retired by its operator, 
Kehrli of Thun. 
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1: Diamond T 988, TSY 366, with Holmes 
750 Lifting gear, was fitted with the 
Cummins engine from a Wynns Pacific in 
the 1970s, when it was used for civilian 
recovery duties, Like 1979 Leyland 
Landtrain 0724 JBW, seen behind it. 

2: This 1937 Unipower Model G, KRT 671 
(East Suffolk, 1950) is back in the Livery of 
its then operator Cooper of Sweffling. 

3: An unusual combination of three 
ScammeLL Explorers (with another at the 
rear) with the resident girder trailer at 
Dorset. 

4: Ex-Pickfords ScammeLL Mountaineer, NGF 
129, is put through its paces with a Large 
block of stone on a solid-wheeled trailer. 

5: Lest we forget the steam element of the 
Dorset show, a Burrell crane engine and 
McLaren road Locomotive haul a Loaded 
Low-Loader around the ‘playpen’. 
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Another unusual combination hauling the Crane girder trailer, an Atkinson ballast tractor and Scammell Super Constructor, with a Mountaineer bringing up the rear. 
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RoyDodsworth and Keith 
Baldwin went to watch the 
Historic Commercial Vehicle 
Society's run across the North of 
England on 3rd August. 

T he 46th run across the Pennines 
took its traditional route, through 
urban, industrial and rural 
scenery, with some testing hill 
climbs, starts from Birch Services 
on the M62, finishing at The Stray Harrogate. 
This year's run was held on a nice sunny 
day, with a good turn-out of around 170 
vehicles, including a number of new entrants 
alongside the many regulars. 




Above: Seen at the start, carrying an interesting container, this 1955 Atkinson L745L, RVR 974, 
worked on general haulage, then fairgrounds, until restored a couple of years ago. (Roy Dodsworth) 


1: Also seen at the start was this 1965 
Leyland Octopus tanker, DLK125C was new 
to Shellmex & BP, but has been restored 
in the National Bus Company colours of 
its second owner, Bristol Omnibus. (Keith 
Baldwin) 


2 : Having worked for the Gardner engine 
company for many years, this 1956 ERF 
LK44G,YMB 39, was preserved in its Livery. 

(Keith Baldwin) 


3 : This 1944 Bedford OL, GYR 786, has been 
preserved in fire service Livery, having 
worked for Morecambe Fire Service after its 
military service. (Keith Baldwin) 
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Above: Seen arriving at The Stray, this 1963 TS3-powered Commer, 
UNE 548, is in the preserved fleet of James Leech of HasLington, 
Crewe. (Roy Dodsworth) 

Left: This Albion tractor unit, with the Ergomatic cab, PDA 185F, is 
in the Livery of well-known haulier, Henry Long of Bradford, which 
transported many tractors from International Harvester’s works in 
Bradford. (Roy Dodsworth) 


Below Left: An Atkinson ‘Silver Knight’, 7494 JI, and four-in-line 
trailer, restored in Northern Ireland Trailers Ltd Livery, as seen 
around Preston Docks in the 1960s. (Roy Dodsworth) 

Below: First registered to Thomas Edgar Short in Halifax in 1933, 
JX 1238, a Leyland Beaver platform Lorry, was the original show 
model at that year’s commercial motor show, and has now been 
owned by Ken Longthorne of Hebden for 25 years. (Roy Dodsworth) 
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There are several steam Lorries preserved which once worked in the 
fleet of W G King of Bishops Lydeard, Somerset, as did this 1967 Guy 
Big J six-wheeled tipper, LYB 385E. (Roy Dodsworth) 



The Latest Livery to adorn this Leyland Beaver, 665 MTB, originally 
with Smiths of Eccles, is that of Tesco Supermarkets. (Roy Dodsworth) 
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Above: Leyland Lioness charabanc, KW 6025, new to Bradford 
Corporation in the Late-1920s, spent some time as a searchlight 
vehicle, was re-bodied in 1970,then went to Canada, but was back 
at Harrogate this year. (Roy Dodsworth) 

Left: This 1938 Bristol K5G, CWX 671, with its early post-war Roe 
body, spent its working Life with West Yorkshire in Keighley, and has 
been preserved since the 1960s. (Roy Dodsworth) 


Above and Left: Is this AEC Mammoth Major 6,YSU 249, with its 
Ashworth of Bradford Livery refreshed, the vehicle Roy Dodsworth 
saw Looking a bit sorry for itself parked in a farmyard a while back? 

(Roy Dodsworth) 
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Devon Coastal Run 
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Quentin Gallagher followed the run and sent us some pictures. 


his is the main event in the South 
West-based Historic Transport 
Club's calendar, and was the 
36th such run. In addition to 
the Sunday run and rally there 
is a dinner on the Friday and a run on the 
Saturday - this year to the Motor Museum 
at Moretonhampstead - followed by a hog 
roast. 



This Late Austin A35 van, KDE 571F from 1967, 
seen at Teignmouth, has been restored in 
the Livery of Garton & King, iron and brass 
founders, of Exeter. 


The event was favoured by perfect warm 
weather with only a hint of a shower in 
the afternoon. After the start at Exeter 
Racecourse it ran through Starcross and 
Dawlish to the stop on and around the 
green at Teignmouth, a perfect spot for 
the passing public to see the entries. From 
there it proceeds past Goodrington to 
Torquay and Paignton, onwards to Totnes 


and Ashburton using a bit of the new and 
old A38 before reaching the finish at Bovey 
Tracey. It is a challenging and very enjoyable 
route - from the point of view of a car driver 
- with some steep climbs and there are 
good opportunities for photography along 
the way. Quentin says had the pleasure 
of following and hearing a 1967 Commer 
Maxiload tipper for part of the run. 






This rare 1971AEC Mandator with the V8 engine and Ergomatic cab, 
SCA841J, is finished in the Lorry-maker’s demostration Livery. 


The weLL-known Harris & Miners ERF with some younger examples 
at Bovey Tracey. 
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A study in rear ends, 
with three different 
types of Volkswagen 
‘Splitty’van. (Pete 
Gallagher) 


Inn, Long bridge Deverill, on the , 

... . . . 


A350 near Warminster, rut 


which was again a great success. 



fRvMEL 


Above: The weather for this event was ideal and the CTP’s own food 
stand was exhausted by 8:30. Entry and exit points were improved 
this year to cater for the ever-increasing numbers of vehicles that 
attend, as more and more fields behind the venue need to be 
opened up. One vehicle that I think is worthy of special mention is 
the Datsun 1500 that was in wonderful condition and still had its 
original garage sticker in the cab rear window. Various Japanese 
makers introduced these one-ton pickups to our shores in the 
1970s, but very few are seen now, and I think they filled the gap 
vacated by the Austin/Morris half-tons; the owners of those didn’t 
seem to go for the Marina lOcwts. This was certainly true where 
I Lived, we had a very successful Mazda dealer who sold a Lot of 
B1600 pick-ups. (Pete Gallagher) 



Above: A Lovely example of the Late-1950s style of Morris half-ton 
van, with the front panels of the Morris Cowley car of the period. 

(Pete Gallagher) 

Below: This picture of a Land Rover Series II gives an idea of the 
Large number of people present at Longbridge Deverill. (Ouentin 
Gallagher) 
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Rally Scene 


BMGs at Peterborough 
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Quentin Gallagher also went 
to the BMC/BL rally at Ferry 
Meadows, Peterborough on the 
first Sunday in August. 



1: Two vehicles that Ouentin particularly Liked were the Maestro 
van in British Rail Livery-there were once so many of these vans 
in the Liveries of national organisations - and the mushroom- 
coloured Minor van in Scotts Greys service van Livery. This event also 
enjoyed excellent weather together with a good autojumble and a 
knowledgeable commentator. 


2 : Popular in its day, as well as now, of course, was the Austin half-ton 
pick-up, based on the A55 car, which was Later seemed to be eclipsed 
in the market by the Japanese offerings... 


3 : The Later Morris Ital pick-up didn’t seem to catch on and examples 
Like this one are rare these days. 


1: An earlier model from Morris was the ‘Y’Type, Like this 1946 van in 
Brooke Bond Tea Livery. 



Janet Ulliott found some interesting commercial vehicles at the Driffield show on 9-1 Oth August. 


Right: This ScammeLL six-wheeled dropside, GGH 252, was delivered 
to the Post Office Stores Department in Birmingham in 1939, and has 
now been restored to original condition. 

Below Left: This 1957 AEC Mammoth Major III was taken to Driffield 
by K Taylor from West Yorkshire. The vehicle is believed to have 
originally been a Shellmex & BP tanker, but now has Living 
accommodation in the container on the platform body. 

Below middle: The registration of this Thames 4D dropside, SXF 220, 
suggests that it was originally one of many similar vehicles used by 
the Civil Defence organisation, but it is now in the Livery of A Scott of 
Gateshead. 

Below right: The imposing Foden S34 eight-wheeler of Locally-based 
W Scholey of Driffield, East Yorkshire. 
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H ills topped in a purple haze, 
leaves tumbling across the 
ground, sounds of softly spoken 
accents, little white Westie dogs, 
a brave man in a kilt. This was 
the middle of August and yet people were 
wrapped up warm as if it was October. Flags 
flapping in the wind, many white crosses on a 
dark blue background, one odd Welsh dragon 
and across the field the flags of ERF and 
Albion. A one day show with more people in 
attendance than some two day shows south 
of the border. This was the scene at the Biggar 
Rally in Lanarkshire, on the second stage of 
the ERF REVs Scottish tour. 

Part of the REVs team arrived on Friday and 
set up the ERF trailer, and by Sunday morning 
it was flanked by commercial vehicles from 
various parts of Scotland. These included 
three of Willie Nichol's ERF fleet from 
Lochmaben; 1973 A Series, WRC 476M, chassis 
number 26461,1979 B Series, VBV 921V, 
chassis number 40176, with its gleaming tank 
trailer and 1982 C Series, SRD 940Y, chassis 
number 46289, all three a credit to Willie and 


his team. Another eye catching vehicle in its 
yellow and green livery was a 1987 El 0, E65 



VKA, chassis number 56060 owned by John 
Mochan of Stevenston. 

Twin original intake stacks caught my eye 
on Patterson of Racks 1984 C40, A636 FHH, 
chassis number 49554, owned by Mark 
Patterson, who says it was Ex Henderson of 
Alston. Robert Campbell Commercials of 
Dumbarton had a number of exhibits on 
display, including a 1997 EC11, N1 RCC, chassis 
number 86759, purchased in 2002, originally 
at BOC's Glasgow Depot as R290 AMA, fleet 
number 4535. 

Biggar is the home of the Albion Foundation, 
formed to preserve the history of the Albion 
marque and organisers of the rally. They are 
custodians of the 1922 Model 24 Albion, 
ES5150, known as "Pride O'Tannochbrae". 

Built originally for a hotelier in Aberfeldy 
the vehicle appear in episodes of Dr Finlay 
Casebook and also in WWI epic'Regeneration'. 
It is housed in the Biggar Museum. Alongside 
of this was the oldest vehicle, a 1916 Albion 
A10, BF 8679, a very rare vehicle, which I 
believe travelled up from Cheshire. Both these 
vehicles had solid tyres. 

Also from Cheshire was P Davis, who 
travelled up in his 1953 Foden S18FG, PWB 
191, with a small crate on the back as his 
living accommodation, Biggar was part of 
his touring holiday, travelling back over to 
the north east to Sheffield and then back to 
Stockport. 

Biggar was well worth the travel, wonderful 
display of vehicles and the Scottish people 
made us most welcome. Well done to Helen 
Carrick and team. 
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class as fairly modern, but 
there's still plenty of history 
included. Articles cover 
the vehicles themselves, 
companies and operations, 
as varied as those in London 
and the Austrian Tyrol, 
with a good cross-section 
of English, Scottish and 
Welsh fleets as well. All 
include a large number of 
excellent pictures, as would 
be expected, and this year's 
annual keeps up the high 
standard set so many years 
ago. Recommended, as 
usual. 
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Here is another book in the 
series from this publisher 
covering the bus companies 
of Scotland. This one is about 
the buses of Midland, what 
had been the southern area 
of Walter Alexander's empire. 
Under the Scottish Bus Group, 
the Northern and Fife areas 
were split off, leaving a stretch 
of Central Scotland to be 


MIDLAND SCOTTISH 
BUSES 

BY WALTER BURT 

AMBERLEY PUBLISHING 

THE HILL, MERRYWALKS, STROUD 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE, GL5 4EP 

WWW.AMBERLEY-BOOKS.COM 

ISBN: 978-1-4456-3466-1 

£14.99 


covered by this company, 
with its vehicles in the original 
azure blue livery. 

The book covers the time- 
span between this 1961 split 
and the present, but with the 
emphasis on the 1960s-'80s. 
Most of the pictures are in 
colour, showing the evolution 
of the livery, as the Midland 
Scottish and Midland Bluebird 
identities were introduced, 
with just a few First'Barbie' 
buses at the end. There is a 
good selection of different 
vehicles - no, they're not 
all Alexander YType single¬ 
deckers - and within the 
confines of this style of book, 



WALTER BURT 


MIDLAND SCOTTISH 
BUSES 



the history and workings 
of W Alexander (Midland), 
as many of us would like to 
remember the company, are 
well-illustrated, making for an 
enjoyable book. 


BUSES 



BUSES YEARBOOK 2015 

EDITED BY STEWART J BROWN 
KEY PUBLISHING LTD 
GWASH WAY INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
RYHALL ROAD, STAMFORD 
LINCOLNSHIRE, PE91XP 
WWW.KEYPUBLISHING.COM 
ISBN: 978-0-946219-65-0 
£17.99 

This annual treat for bus 
enthusiasts is now available. 
There is the usual interesting 
mix of articles by well-known 
writers, across a range of 
subject matter. I suppose 
the emphasis is gradually 
shifting towards vehicles 
which I would personally 


THE FEUDING 
FODEN FAMILY 

"THE STORY OF INTERNECINE 
CHESHIRE TRUCK MAKERS" BY 
ALLAN LITTLEMORE 
PUBLISHED BYTHE FODEN 
SOCIETY, AVAILABLE, CHEQUE OR 
CASH, FROM: ALLAN LITTLEMORE, 
6 OFFLEY AVENUE, SANDBACH 
CW111AZ. 01270 763906 
£10.95 (£10TO MEMBERS) 

PLUS £2 POSTAGE 


We can do no better than 
to quote the publishers: 

"At last, after 80 years, 
the whole truth about the 
'Feuding Foden Family'. The 
story of how and why two 
parts of the same family 
chose to build their different 
trucks, Foden and ERF, in the 
same Cheshire Market Town. 


Myths are exploded; 
plotting wives revealed; 
in-fighting and plagiarism 
at last brought to an end. 

It's all in here covering 90 
A5 pages of detailed text, 
with over 80 photographs, 
mainly about the players, 
both the men and their 
conniving wives. 

Uniquely researched and 
written by Allan Littlemore, 
who worked as a Senior 
Executive for Fodens Ltd for 
thirty years, and who, later, 
researched and wrote '60 
Years On', the story of ERF 
Trucks." 

Phew, this sounds 
like quite a read, from 


THE FEUDING FODEN 
FAMILY 

The Story of Internecine Cheshire Truck Makers" 



Allan Littlemore 


somebody who knows what 
they're talking about. Beats 
any soap opera I know - I 
can't wait... 
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For many bus enthusiasts, 
the operations and especially 
the vehicles of the Ayrshire 
independents, A1 Service, 

AA Motor Services and Clyde 
Coast Services, have held a 
fascination for many years. This 
book in the Amberley series 
will be just right for them. 

The author draws on his 
personal memories of these 
fleets and their vehicles 
between around 1960 and the 
1990s. I would have liked to 
see more of the older second¬ 
hand vehicles and those which 
were rebuilt or re-bodied, 
which added much interest 
to these fleets for many 
years, but there are sufficient 
views of a number of these, 
as well as buses and coaches 
bought new by the different 
operators who formed part of 
these associations. The colour 
pictures are nicely-reproduced, 
showing off the liveries well. 

Only a few of the competing 
Western SMT buses creep 
into the pictures - another 
future subject for this series, 
no doubt - so this book really 
is something of a history of 
these sadly-missed Ayrshire 
independents'bus services 
and vehicles, during what 
many might consider their 
halcyon years, so it's a must for 
their fans. 
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CARS WE LOVED 
INTHE1970S 

BY GILES CHAPMAN 
THE HISTORY PRESS 
THE MILL, BRIMSCOMBE PORT 
STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
GL5 @QG 

www.thehistorypress.co.uk 

ISBN: 978-0-7509-9432-6 
£9.99 


We reviewed the author's 
previous book about cars 
of the 1960s a while back, 
and this proves a worthy 
successor to that well- 
produced volume.The cars 
of the time, some better- 
remembered than others, 
are discussed fairly briefly, 
but with enough detail to 
keep things interesting. 
They are also looked at in 
the context of the time, 
with contemporary quotes 

v 


about who loved these cars 
and why.There are also 
background sections on 
Life on the Road in 1970s 
Britain, Car Culture and 
home mechanics - back in 
the days when you could 
do a lot yourself...The book 
finishes with a lead into the 
1980s - and the next book in 
the series... 



LAKbWt LUVfcU 

INTHE 1980S 

BY GILES CHAPMAN 
THE HISTORY PRESS 
THE MILL, BRIMSCOMBE PORT 
STROUD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
GL5 @QG 

www.thehistorypress.co.uk 

ISBN: 978-0-7509-5845-5 
£9.99 


The next book in the 
series follows on nicely 
from the previous 
volumes, with the same 
highly readable format, 
offering lots of interesting 
information, jogging the 
memory and filling in the 
gaps. These books are 
nicely laid out, with lots of 
pictures and illustrations 
from the period, which 
brings them alive, rather 
L than restored cars at 
rallies or whatever. 

The books are also laid 
out in the style of the 
period, pehaps not as 
striking as the 1960s 
volume, with its'pop¬ 
art'backgrounds, but 
most appropriate. Other 
titles in the series from the 
publisher include'100 Cars 
Britain Can Be Proud Of' 
and 'Bizarre Cars', which 
I'm sure would be just as 
interesting and good value 
for money. 


VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER 
AND CAMPER 1949-1967 

BY RICHARD COPPING 
NOSTALGIA ROAD, CRECY PUBLISHING LTD 
1A RINGWAYTRADING ESTATE 
SHADOWMOSSROAD, MANCHESTER, M22 5LH 

www.crecy.co.uk 

ISBN: 978-190834-726-8 £7.95 

This is in the Classic Marques series of 
Nostalgia Road books, now produced 
by Crecy, following the demise of 
Transpennine Publishing. I don't know 
whether our criticisms of the previous 
titles in this series from Crecy have borne 
fruit, but the reproduction of the pictures 
and illustrations are much improved. The 
story of the VW van and its derivatives 
- what many would refer to as the 
'Splittie'— is ably and concisely told in this 
book, backed up by a lot of otherwise 
generally unseen illustrations from the 
manufacturer's 
literature. You 
might say this 
is the essence 
of the book, 
which makes 
it well worth 
the reasonable 
price, and a 
must for anyone 
interested in 
these vehicles. 


Volkswagen Transporter 

and Camper 1949-1967 

RrcHARo Copying 




Cheffins 


On-site Sales 


www.cheffms.co.uk 


CLIFTON HOUSE • 1&2 CLIFTON ROAD • CAMBRIDGE • CB1 7EA • www.cheffins.co.uk 


On instructions from the Executors of Richard Payne deceased 

ON-LINE TIMED AUCTION OF CLASSIC & VINTAGE 
BUSES, COMMERCIAL VEHICLES & RELATED ITEMS 


7 VEHICLES: 1954 Albion Victor ex Jersey Motor Transport, 1926 Morris D2 It 10 seat Country Bus, 1955 Bedford A Type Fire 
Applicance, 1948 Morris Commercial CVF ex Jersey Motor Transport, 1956 Albion Claymore chassis Cab, 1981 Bristol VR double deck 
"The Hedingham VR", 1984 Bedford Dominant 41 seat coach Jersey Narrow Body. 

Qty of destination reels, ticket machines, Morris Commercial signs, Single axle dropside trailer, various small NOS spares and other 


related items. 


Viewing: 

Location: 

Bidding opens: 
Bidding closes: 


Monday 3rd November 2014 
Hempstead, Saffron Walden, Essex 

Tuesday 4 th November 2014 10am 
Tuesday 11 th November 2014 10am 


Bid Spottier, co. uk 


catalogues available www.cheffins.co.uk two weeks prior to sale 
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